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A ref or ma tion cen ter for street chil dren addicted to sol vents such as model air plane
glue will be for mally in au gu rated in Que zon City this month.
Mayor-elect Joy Bel monte said the Sagip Batang Sol vent Ref or ma tion Cen ter,
which was es tab lished in part ner ship with the Philip pine Drug En force ment Agency
(PDEA), will soon be ready to ac cept res cued street chil dren who are into il le gal
sub stances.
“We signed a mem o ran dum of agree ment with PDEA di rec tor gen eral Aaron Aquino
in March this year to work closely to res cue chil dren from Que zon City who are
addicted to sni� ng sol vent which, among oth ers, can lead to their use of other il le -
gal drugs,” said Bel monte, who chairs the city’s an tidrug abuse and ad vi sory coun -
cil.
“PDEA has also iden ti �ed sev eral in stances of chil dren be ing used as run ners and
couri ers in the il le gal drug trade. We will also be fo cus ing on these kids be cause we
want to in ter vene as early as we can to re ha bil i tate them and help them start
again,” she added.
Lo cated in No valiches, the ref or ma tion cen ter will house chil dren aged 10 years and
below. They will un dergo re ha bil i ta tion and re-in te gra tion through coun selling,
val ues for ma tion, skills train ing and more.
“This is not just a re ha bil i ta tion cen ter. We want this to serve as their home where
they can start a new life,” the out go ing vice mayor said in Filipino.
“To make that hap pen, these chil dren should see what could hap pen to the fu ture
be cause of il le gal drugs. We have to show them that they don’t need sol vent or
drugs. They can study, learn and have the ca pac ity to have a good life,” she added.
Bel monte said the cen ter has bed rooms, kitchen, com fort rooms, library, mul ti pur -
pose hall, mu sic hall, play ground, en ter tain ment room and a gar den.
She said PDEA will run the fa cil ity for a year and then turn it over to the city
govern ment. In com ing Vice Mayor Gian Sotto will take over.
“This pro gram is part of our com mit ment to make Que zon City a safe haven for kids
and to in ten sify our cam paign against il le gal drugs and crim i nal ity,” she added.
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