QCs Joy, Gian
want to focus on
data gathering

QUEZON City’s new leaders want to fo-
cus on gathering data that would help them
craft policies for the next few months, they
said in a television interview.

“The first thing that I'd like to do
is establish baseline data so that re-
sources are not wasted but go towards
targeted programs,” Mayor Joy Bel-
monte said in a morning program on
CNN Philippines last Wednesday.

“We're just focusing on data gath-
ering on what to do for the next 100
days,” Vice Mayor Gian Sotto said in
the same interview.

Belmonte said she would like to
make changes in the city govern-
ment’s directions and plans to have
a feedback mechanism to generate
greater participation.

In her inaugural speech, the mayor
emphasized her focus on social servic-
es and the need to go back to the “gut
issues” of housing, education, liveli-
hood, and health for her first 100 days
as the local chief executive.

Sotto, for his part, said he is eve-
ing to pass a Freedom of Information
ordinance to ensure good govern-
ance and transparency.

Meanwhole, new Quezon City Coun-
cilor Winston “Winnie” Castelo on
Thursday rallied his colleagues in the
council for the immediate, deliberate
and speedy passage of the supplemental
budget being pushed by Belmonte.

Castelo, who represents district 2,
said the supplemental budget will help
sustain and realize the pet projects and
pro-people programs of Belmonte, es-
pecially on housing and social services.

The former District 2 congressman
also threw his support to all the rev-
enue generating initiatives of Belmon-
te in a bid to boost the city’s coffers,
which reports said would only amount
to P1.6 billion by yearend.

“I fully agree with the wisdom of the
mayor on the fiscal position of the city
and I call on the other councilors to ap-
prove without delay the needed addi-
tional fund.” Castelo said. Rio N. Araja
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