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Que zon City busi nesses may soon be re quired to sub mit dis as ter con tin gency plans when
ap ply ing for per mits.
Mayor Joy Bel monte, dur ing the Metro Manila Shake Drill yes ter day, stressed the im por -
tance of en sur ing that busi nesses have their own con tin gency plans dur ing disas ters and
emer gen cies.
She also cited the need to form strong link ages with the pri vate sec tor, civil so ci ety or ga ni -
za tions and other vol un teer groups as they can serve as e� ec tive force mul ti pli ers dur ing
wide-scale disas ters.
“Que zon City is always ready. We can see that all the needed equip ment and ser vices are
here,” she said in Filipino fol low ing the early morn ing ac tiv ity at UP Ayala Tech no hub along
Com mon wealth Av enue.
“We have done this so many times and we thank the gov ern ment for their sup port,” she
added, re fer ring to the emer gency drill.
A dis as ter sce nario in volv ing people trapped in a medium-rise struc ture was sim u lated in
dur ing the drill in Que zon City.
Paramedics from the city’s dis as ter risk re duc tion and man age ment o� ce and a spe cial unit
of the Bureau of Fire Pro tec tion re sponded to the emer gency, with Bel monte act ing as the
city’s “re spon si ble o�  cial.”
Metro Manila Devel op ment Author ity Chair man Danilo Lim and Sci ence Un der sec re tary Re -
nato Solidum, head of the Philip pine In sti tute for Vol canol ogy and Seis mol ogy, also ob -
served and eval u ated the drill.
Dur ing the drill, the city gov ern ment also dis played its state-ofthe-art dis as ter re sponse
hard ware, in clud ing a mo bile command bus and a “war room” where in ci dent man agers can
con verge and plan their re sponse.
Also on dis play was one of the city’s un manned �re �ght ing ve hi cles.
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