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A Que zon City court has sus pended the im ple men ta tion of the con tro ver sial pol icy of
the Metropoli tan Manila Devel op ment Au thor ity (MMDA) ban ning pro vin cial buses
along EDSA.
In a 25-page rul ing dated July 31, Presiding Judge Cari dad Walse Lutero of the Que zon
City Re gional Trial Court Branch 223 is sued a writ of pre lim i nary in junc tion stop ping
the pro vin cial bus ban.
Lutero said she found merit in the pe ti tions �led by di� er ent trans port groups and bus
com pa nies.
The court or der e� ec tively stopped the MMDA and Land Trans porta tion Fran chis ing
and Reg u la tory Board (LTFRB) from im ple ment ing the bus ban.
Last week, the LTFRB mod i �ed the end point of pro vin cial buses and pro hib ited them
from pass ing through EDSA.
The MMDA has is sued a mem o ran dum cir cu lar, which re voked the busi ness per mits of
bus ter mi nals along EDSA.
The court im posed a bond of P1 mil lion on the pe ti tion ers, composed of at least 16 pro -
vin cial bus com pa nies.
The court found that the cir cu lars is sued by the gov ern ment agen cies a� ect the prop -
erty rights of the trans port groups and bus �rms.
“The or der to close the bus ter mi nals on EDSA has far-reach ing e� ects,” the court
said, not ing that it would a� ect busi nesses, em ploy ees and other sec tors.
There is no study that would prove that the pres ence of bus ter mi nals on EDSA is
wors en ing the tra� c con di tion in the me trop o lis, the court said.
It de scribed as “in cor rect” the LTFRB’s con clu sion that the pro vin cial buses are the
main rea son for tra� c in Metro Manila based on a re port by the Ja pan In ter na tional
Co op er a tion Agency (JICA).
The LTFRB pre sented the JICA re port dur ing the hear ing.
The court also raised ques tions whether pro vin cial buses cause tra� c jams, con sid er -
ing that a bus trans ports more pas sen gers for the same space oc cu pied on the road as
op posed to three cars.
It also ques tioned why pro vin cial buses are treated di� er ently from P2P and city buses
that are al lowed to tra verse EDSA.
The court granted the mo tion of the O� ce of the Solic i tor Gen eral (OSG) for ex ten sion
to �le a con sol i dated an swer.
The OSG was given un til Aug. 14 to �le its com ment.
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