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The num ber of dengue cases recorded in Que zon City de creased in the �rst seven
months of the year even as the coun try faces a na tion wide epi demic due to the rise in
cases else where in the Philip pines.
Mayor Joy Bel monte, cit ing data from the city’s epi demi ol ogy and surveil lance unit,
said the to tal num ber of dengue cases from Jan. 1 to July dropped by 22 per cent from
3,498 cases to 2,730 cases.
The num ber of ca su al ties caused by the ill ness dur ing the same pe riod also dropped
from 26 to 21 in di vid u als.
But de spite the drop in cases, Bel monte still or dered con cerned lo cal agen cies and
barangay o�  cials to dou ble their e� orts in com bat ing the mos quito-borne dis ease.
“I have or dered con cerned city agen cies, par tic u larly the City Health O� ce, and our
barangay o�  cials to strengthen their anti-dengue cam paign es pe cially now that a na -
tional epi demic has al ready been de clared,” she said in Filipino.
With the num ber of cases recorded in other parts of the coun try, the mayor last month
or dered mea sures to be put in place to pre vent the fur ther in crease in dengue cases in
the city.
She as sured the avail abil ity of rapid di ag nos tics test kits in health cen ters to help
diagnose and as sess dengue cases, as well as di rected a re fer ral mech a nism for pa -
tients with warn ing signs of dengue and need im me di ate hos pi tal iza tion to gov ern -
ment hos pi tals within the city.
In ad di tion, Bel monte also in structed the Barangay and Com mu nity Re la tion De part -
ment and the En vi ron men tal Pro tec tion and Waste Man age ment De part ment to main -
tain the city’s clean li ness and get rid of mos qui toes’ breed ing grounds. –
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