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The dis crim i na tion against a transwoman at a Cubao mall Tues day night was con -
demned by Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte.
In strongly crit i ciz ing the in ci dent, the mayor men tioned the ex is tence of a lo cal or -
di nance that pro tects the rights of mem bers of the LGBT+ com mu nity.
“We con demn this kind of dis crim i na tion to wards mem bers of the LGBT+ com mu -
nity,” Bel monte said, re fer ring to the in ci dent in volv ing Gretchen Cus to dio Diez.
Diez was al legedly forcibly pulled out from the women’s comfort room by a Farmer’s
Plaza em ployee and was charged with un just vex a tion when an ar gu ment en sued. She
was taken to the QC Po lice Dis trict 7, but was later re leased.
The mayor stressed the episode should have not oc curred since the city has a Gen der
Fair Or di nance that pro hibits all forms of dis crim i na tion against the LGBT+ sec tor.
Bel monte said Farm ers Mall clearly vi o lated the said or di nance for its fail ure to put
up an “All-Gen der Toi let” for the LGBT+ com mu nity.
“I will still �ght for what is right, this vi o la tion against the city or di nance in Que zon
City. We will prove to them that the law will be strictly im ple mented,” she said. “It
should not hap pen in Que zon City. It should not hap pen any where in the Philip -
pines.”
“I al ready or dered the Busi ness Per mit and Li cens ing Depart ment (BPLD) to make
sure ev ery body will fol low as soon as pos si ble our Gen der Fair Or di nance,” she added.
At the same time, she as sured mem bers of the LGBT+ com mu nity that Que zon City
will al ways pro tect their rights and be a home for their sex ual ori en ta tion, gen der
iden tity and ex pres sion.
“We do not sup port any kind of vi o lence and dis crim i na tion in our city. To the mem -
bers of the LGBT+ com mu nity, your rights are pro tected here in QC,” Bel monte guar -
an teed.
Diez in tends to �le a com plaint against the shop ping mall for vi o lat ing the city or di -
nance. On the other hand, the charge of un just vex a tion �led against her for
livestream ing the event on Face book has been dropped.
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