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In a bid to en sure that the Gen der Fair Or di nance is prop erly im ple mented, Que zon City Mayor Joy
Bel monte has called for a meet ing with the Que zon City Pride Coun cil (QCPC) on 16 Au gust.

“On Fri day, I will meet with QCPC. The main ini tia tive of lo cal gov ern ment is to for mu late pro grams
for the mem bers of the LGBTQ+ to be able to fully im ple ment the Gen der Fair Or di nance,” the mayor
said.
She said the meet ing is in re ac tion to the con tro ver sial in ci dent in volv ing transwoman Gretchen
Diez, who was humiliated at a mall in Cubao for us ing a toi let for fe males.
“You can be sure that we will in ten sify and im prove the im ple men ta tion of the Gen der Fair Or di -
nance, so that the dis crim i na tion Gretchen Diez ex pe ri enced will not hap pen again,” Bel monte ex -
plained.
Aside from the es tab lish ment of gen der-neu tral toi lets, the gath er ing will tackle other ways to en -
sure that the rights of the LGBTQ+ are re spected, in clud ing the in tro duc tion of gen der sen si tiv ity
train ing work shops for pri vate o� ces and es tab lish ments.
Bel monte ear lier con demned the dis crim i na tion Diez su� ered at the hands of a Farm ers Plaza em -
ployee.
She was forcibly pulled out from the women’s com fort room, taken to the QC Po lice Dis trict 7,
charged with un just vex a tion, but was later re leased.
She stressed the in ci dent should not have hap pened due to the ex is tence of the Gen der Fair Or di -
nance that pro hibits all forms of dis crim i na tion against the LGBT+ sec tor.
At the Se nate, Sen. Risa Hon tiveros re opened the de bate on the Sex ual Ori en ta tion, Gen der Iden tity
and Ex pres sion (SOGIE) fol low ing the Diez in ci dent.
Se na tors Christo pher Lawrence “Bong” Go and Imee Mar cos ex pressed their sup port for the mea -
sure. How ever, a num ber of male se na tors ex pressed con fu sion over the LGBTQ+ con cept.
Se nate Ma jor ity Floor Leader Juan Miguel Zu biri sug gested rather than push ing for the SOGIE bill,
the body should fo cus on the anti-dis crim i na tion bill, which cov ers all so cial in equal i ties.
He said this would be a “happy com pro mise” and faces a big ger chance of be ing passed, since this
cov ers re li gious be liefs, re li gion and gen der.

The lo cal gov ern ment will en sure the strict im ple men ta tion of the or di nance
protecting LGBTQ+ rights
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