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Mayor Joy Bel monte will con vene the Que zon City Pride Coun cil to day fol low ing the
ha rass ment of trans gen der Gretchen Diez at a mall in the city ear lier this week.
The coun cil, which is co-chaired by Bel monte and Vice Mayor Gian Sotto, has the
over sight func tion over the im ple men ta tion of the com pre hen sive anti-dis crim i na -
tion ordinance.
“The QC Pride Coun cil is the pri mary ini tia tive of the lo cal gov ern ment to for mu late
pro grams for mem bers of the LGBTQ+,” Bel monte said in Filipino, re fer ring to the
les bian, gay, bi sex ual, trans gen der and queer com mu nity.
“Aside from the des ig na tion of gen der neu tral toi lets, there are a lot of other ini tia -
tives that have to be strength ened to en sure that the rights of the LGBTQ+ are pro -
tected,” she added.
These in clude the con duct of gen der sen si tiv ity train ing for all com pa nies to dis cuss
the topic of sex ual ori en ta tion, gen der iden tity and ex pres sion, Bel monte said.
Ear lier, Bel monte con demned the ha rass ment of Diez, who was hand cu�ed and
brought to the po lice sta tion af ter she recorded her con fronta tion with a jan i tress
who barred her from us ing the women’s re stroom.
Bel monte said the man age ment of Farmer’s Plaza in Cubao vi o lated a pro vi sion of the
city’s Gen der Fair Ordinance that re quires es tab lish ments to have gen der neu tral re -
strooms.
Passed in 2014, Que zon City Ordinance No. 2357 sought to elim i nate all forms of dis -
crim i na tion “that o� end the equal pro tec tion clause of the Bill of Rights en shrined in
the Con sti tu tion.”
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