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The Que zon City gov ern ment will pro vide all the nec es sary as sis tance to trans gen der Gretchen Diez,
who was ha rassed at a mall in Que zon City last week, ac cord ing to Mayor Joy Bel monte.
Bel monte has di rected the City’s At tor ney’s O� ce “to pro vide all nec es sary le gal as sis tance to Diez
in pur suit of her quest for jus tice,” a state ment from the lo cal gov ern ment said.
Diez on Fri day met with Bel monte and �led a complaint be fore the Que zon City Pride Coun cil for vi o -
la tion of the city’s gen der-fair or di nance.
She was hand cu�ed and brought to the po lice sta tion last Tues day af ter she recorded her con fronta -
tion with a mall san i ta tion crew who barred her from using the women’s re stroom.
Bel monte con demned the in ci dent and called out the man age ment of Farmer’s Plaza in Cubao for
fail ing to des ig nate “gen der-neu tral” re strooms as man dated by the or di nance.
The mayor said the pride coun cil, which has the over sight func tion in the im ple men ta tion of the
anti-dis crim i na tion or di nance, dis cussed on Fri day ways to strengthen the im ple men ta tion of the
pol icy.
“The coun cil is also study ing pos si ble amend ments to the or di nance for it to have more teeth,” she
added in Filipino.
Bel monte also un der scored the need to have an ed u ca tion cam paign about the or di nance to en sure
that all stake hold ers, par tic u larly the es tab lish ments, are aware of their re spon si bil i ties un der the
mea sure.
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