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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte has ex pressed sup port for pro pos als seek ing to re name the La Mesa
Eco park af ter the late en vi ron ment sec re tary and green advocate Gina Lopez.
“We sup port the move of our city coun cil to re name the La Mesa Eco park af ter the late Gina Lopez.
Her legacy de serves to live on in that park,” she said in a state ment on Wed nes day.
“She will al ways be one of my great est role mod els of a cru sader who stopped at noth ing to see her
dreams for a bet ter Philip pines come to fruition,” she added.
Bel monte ear lier paid trib ute to Lopez, who passed away on Aug. 19 at the age of 65.
“We worked with her on clean ing up our wa ter ways and in dep u tiz ing en vi ron men tal war riors in our
city,” she said, cit ing their plan to re ha bil i tate the Salam Com pound in Barangay Cu liat and trans -
form it into a tourist des ti na tion.
“We hoped to pro vide liveli hoods to the women and ed u ca tional op por tu ni ties to the chil dren. Sadly,
we never �n ished the project we started be cause she was stricken with illness,” she added.
The mayor said she has al ready re quested the city coun cil, led by Vice Mayor Gian Sotto, to ex pe dite
the pro posed res o lu tions that will re name the public park af ter the late phi lan thropist.
Two coun cilors, Win ston Castelo and Candy Me d ina, �led sep a rate res o lu tions seek ing to re name the
public park as Gina Lopez Eco park.
Lopez, for mer chair per son of ABS-CBN’s Lingkod Ka pam ilya Foun da tion, es tab lished Ban tay Ka -
likasan in 1999 as the foun da tion’s en vi ron men tal arm to aid vic tims of nat u ral calami ties.
Through the project, she cham pi oned the re ha bil i ta tion of the 2,700-hectare La Mesa Wa ter shed and
the de vel op ment of the 32-hectare La Mesa Eco park, which re opened to the public in 2004.
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