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On 19 Septem ber 1893, Gov er nor Lord Glas gow signed the Elec toral Act mak ing New
Zealand the �rst coun try in the world to give women the right to vote in par lia men -
tary elec tions, fol low ing the �rst state to do so, Cal i for nia.

“Then, we’ve had three women lead ers. Like my boss, the Prime Min is ter of New
Zealand who is about the same age as Mayor Joy (Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte).
She is very dy namic and com mit ted to gender equal ity and also the LGBT rights,”
His Ex cel lency David Stra chan, am bas sador of New Zealand to the Philip pines, said
dur ing the launch of As pir ing Women En trepreneurs Boot camp (AWEB) at the Que -
zon City Hall last week.
AWEB is a multi-year pro gram that fo cuses on developing the ba sic com pe ten cies
needed by as pir ing women en trepreneurs. In the sem i nars con ducted, par tic i pants
are lec tured about ideas, plans and key prin ci ples in run ning a busi ness from the
ground.
“It makes a lot of sense there fore to see what we can do to help women en -
trepreneurs es pe cially those who come from low-in come back grounds. I’m re ally
de lighted that progress is be ing made at the AWEB boot camp,” Stra chan added.
Cho sen par tic i pants of the boot camp came from the barangays of Ali cia, Ra mon
Magsaysay, Vasra, Pag-Asa and East Fairview. Each will be given seed fund ing by
the New Zealand em bassy and Spark Philip pines to help jump start their busi ness.
“This is the sec ond year that we’ve been closely work ing with Spark which I have a
very high re gard for. This is the �rst time we’ve col lab o rated with Que zon City, too.

It might seem mod est to other peo ple, but for them this is a big deal.
Any thing that we can do to help re al ize the po ten tial of these women
is im por tant for us
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This is some thing that we’re very keen to sup port,” he said.
The boot camp will run from Septem ber 2019 to De cem ber 2021 with three tar get ar -
eas of im ple men ta tion. Stra chan added, “We’ve got the boot camp com ing in
Novem ber in Iloilo and Ca gayan de Oro for the next 18 months.”
Que zon City rec og nizes the role of women en trepreneurs in the so cio-eco nomic de -
vel op ment of the city. Just this year, an en trepreneur ship or di nance was passed to
sup port the growth of Que zon City women. Un der the or di nance, a women’s busi -
ness de vel op ment coun cil was cre ated to or ga nize liveli hood pro grams, projects,
train ings and sem i nars to en cour age and em power as pir ing en trepreneurs to ven -
ture into their own busi nesses.
“We also launched the shared ser vices fa cil ity in Greater La gro which pro vides fa -
cil i ties and equip ment needed for their prod uct de vel op ment. This also pro vides
train ing on tech ni cal as sis tance needed by the women en trepreneurs. These are just
some of the many projects we are do ing for our as pir ing and ex ist ing women en -
trepreneurs of mi cro, small and medium en ter prises,” Mayor Bel monte shared.
AWEB marks the sec ond part ner ship of New Zealand and Spark Philip pines. The
boot camp is one of the NGO’s many ini tia tives in col lab o rat ing with the lo cal gov -
ern ment to pro vide as sis tance to former OFWs, de tainees, mem bers of the LGBTQ+
com mu nity and now, to women en trepreneurs.
“You saw the ex pres sions of the 10 women who are par tic i pat ing in this boot camp.
It might seem mod est to other peo ple, but for them this is a big deal. Any thing that
we can do to help re al ize the po ten tial of these women is im por tant for us. It might
be a small drop in the bucket, but for the peo ple con cerned, they re ally ap pre ci ate it.
Cre at ing suc cess sto ries can be an in spi ra tion to other low-in come women in the
city. I’m re ally op ti mistic that these small projects in the long term will make quite
a sig ni�  cant im pact,” the am bas sador con cluded.


