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Sunday, September 17, 2006

Metro Manila

QC running after
‘hot meat’ vendors

By SEL A. BAYSA

A task force will be formed soon by the Quezon
City government to go after “hot meat” vendors
and operators of illegal slaughterhouses amid re-
ports that at least 3,000 kilos of the dubious meat
are being peddled everyday in the city.

The creation of the watchdog surfaced after a
meeting was called by the QC Market Develop-
ment and Administration Department (MDAD)
and attended by officials from the National Meat
Inspection Service (NMIS), the Department of
Public Order and Security; Environmental Pro-
tection and Waste Management Department
(EPWMD), QC Health Department, City Legal
Office and the QC Police District (QCPD)-City
Hall detachment.

They (conferees) gathered that a total of 12
tons of “hot meat” products were seized by police
operatives and fieldmen from the QC Veterinary
office in operations conducted in the city from
January to September this year.

Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. has designated
the QC MDAD as the task force lead agency with
Neil Lina, MDAD chief, at the helm.

Lina cited the need for the creation of the anti
“hot meat” body that will run after unscrupulous
individuals selling the stuff and operating illegal
slaughterhouse, in violation of city ordinances and
laws banning the sale and illegal slaughtering of
animals such as hogs and fows.

Mayor Belmonte instructed Lina “to do some-
thing about the “hot meat” and illegal slaughter-
ing problem in the city.”

Also, he noted the great dangers the unlawful
practice poses to the health of city residents.
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