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Pre dict an earth quake it can not, but by us ing it, real es tate in vestors can avoid buy ing
prop erty that sits atop a fault.

Oth ers can avoid lo cat ing in places ex posed to haz ards, in clud ing volcanic erup tions,
�oods and land slides, by us ing it.
It is called HazardHun terPH, a web ap pli ca tion launched on Tues day by the Philip -
pine In sti tute of Vol canol ogy and Seis mol ogy (Phivolcs) and other agen cies over seen
by the Depart ment of Sci ence and Tech nol ogy (DOST).
The launch of the app co in cided with the 29th an niver sary of the 7.7-mag ni tude
earth quake that killed 1,621 peo ple in Cen tral Lu zon and the Cordillera re gion on July
12, 1990.
Any place in PH
The app, which has real-life ap pli ca tions, al lows peo ple wired to the in ter net to
search for po ten tial haz ards in any place in the Philip pines, ac cord ing to Re nato
Solidum Jr., un der sec re tary for dis as ter risk re duc tion and cli mate change at the
DOST and o�  cer in charge of Phivolcs.
Ac ces si ble via haz ard hunter. georisk.gov.ph, the desk top app al lows users to search
for a spe ci�c lo ca tion, ei ther through GPS, co or di nates, or the search function of
Google Maps, Solidum said.
Users can also vis ually search for lo ca tions by zoom ing in on the map, Solidum said.
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In just sec onds, the app will display the vul ner a bil i ties of the lo ca tion.
Users have the op tion to download an in for ma tion sheet with ex pla na tions of the risk
assessment re port, he said.
“In less than a minute, you will be as sessed of the haz ards, from how prone the place
is to earthquakes, land slides, �ood ing and even what the near est vol cano is,”
Solidum said dur ing the HazardHun terPH pre sen ta tion at the Phivolcs o� ce in Que -
zon City.
Lo cal gov ern ments and na tional agen cies can use the app, which went live Tues day
morn ing, to as sess the safety of schools and hos pi tals, Solidum said.
Or di nary ci ti zens can use the in for ma tion in making in formed real-es tate pur chases,
he said.
The in for ma tion they will get will save peo ple get ting building per mits from go ing to
nu mer ous agen cies, as it is “the most ac cu rate in for ma tion,” Solidum said.
He said he hoped gov ern ment agen cies and pri vate in sti tu tions that re quired hazard
or risk assessment be fore is su ing per mits would con sider data pro vided by the app,
as the maps and in for ma tion were the same that Phivolcs would give to per mit ap pli -
cants.
“Some times other gov ern ment agen cies want [maps] with the real sig na ture of the
head of agency. That’s one thing Haz ard Hunter can’t do yet. But if they now rec og -
nize that Haz ard Hunter is the o�  cially rec og nized ap pli ca tion by [the] gov ern ment,
then wewill save a lot of money, time and e� ort,” Solidum said.
For the na tional gov ern ment, Phivolcs said the app could be used to eval u ate the lo -
ca tions for the projects un der Pres i dent Duterte’s in fra struc ture pro gram.
Mo bile ver sion
The mo bile ver sion of the app is al ready in the works, the DOST said.
HazardHun terPH was de vel oped by the GeoRiskPH project, a mul ti a gency ini tia tive
led by the DOST and Phivolcs.
It was funded by the DOST and mon i tored by the DOSTPhilip pine Coun cil for In dus -
try, En ergy, and Emerg ing Tech nol ogy Re search and De vel op ment.


