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NOW ON ITS 7th year, in its bid to be come the premier in ter na tional �lm fes ti val in the
re gion, the QCinema In ter na tional Film Fes ti val has re vamped this year’s main com pe ti -
tion to in clude not only the fes ti val’s grantees but also Asian �lms. The Asian Next Wave
com pe ti tion is re plac ing both the fes ti val’s main Cir cle com pe ti tion and Asian New Wave
com pe ti tion.
“Aside from the new �lms by lo cal �lm mak ers, we have now in vited emerg ing �lm mak -
ers from all over Asia. Hope fully, Filipinos will get ac quainted with �lm mak ers from
Thai land, Malaysia, Sin ga pore, In done sia, and other neigh bor ing coun tries with our re -
for mat ting our sec tion of Asian New Wave [and the Cir cle Com pe ti tion]. We are mak ing a
bid to be com ing a se ri ous con tender for be ing the prime �lm fes ti val in the South east
Asian re gion,” Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte-Alimu rung said dur ing the fes ti val’s
press con fer ence on Sept. 24 at the Glo ria Maris Restau rant in Gateway Mall, Cubao, Que -
zon City.
Ms. Bel monte also an nounced plans to erect its own build ing “so QCinema will have a
per ma nent home” with out the fear of “be ing bumped o� in mall cine mas when ever
there’s a big for eign �lm show ing.”
No spe ci�c lo ca tion has been an nounced but Ms. Bel monte said that she hopes the build -
ing can be ready be fore the end of her term as city mayor in three years.
The QCinema �lm fes ti val runs from Oct. 13 to 22 at the Gateway Mall cine mas, Ayala
Tri noma cine mas, Robin sons Gal le ria cine mas, the UPFI Cine Adarna, Cinema 76
Anonas, and Cinema Cen te nario.
The fes ti val opens with Si grid Andrea Bernardo’s Un true while Sin ga porean direc tor An -
thony Chen’s Wet Sea son closes the fes ti val.
To gether with the change of struc ture of the main com pe ti tion, the fes ti val an nounced
that it has cho sen three Filipino �lms to par tic i pate in the com pe ti tion, with each �lm
get ting a seed grant of P1.5 mil lion.
The three �lms are Ar nel Bar barona’s Ka away sa Su lod, which fol lows two women (a sol -
dier and a guer rilla �ghter) as they cross paths dur ing a mis sion, in the process un cov er -
ing a dark past that unites them in the midst of con �ict; Rae Red’s Babae at Baril,
in which a de part ment store saleslady �nds a gun at her doorstep and de cides that she
has had enough of be ing the un der dog; and
The Clean ers by Glenn Barit. In his de but fea ture, Mr. Barit uses pho to copied stills to tell
a com ing-ofage an thol ogy about high school class room clean ers in a Catholic school in
Tugue garao City.
Also pre sented in the new main com pe ti tion are �ve Asian �lms:
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Nakorn-Sawan by Puang soi Ak sorn sawang from Thai land; Ave Maryam by Robby Er -
tanto from In done sia; Fly By Night by Zahir Omar from Malaysia; The Long Walk by Mat -
tie Do from Laos; and Sub ur ban Birds by Sheng Qiu from China.
The QCShorts com pe ti tion lineup fea tures Judy Free by Jean Ch eryl Tagya mon; Tok wi�
by Carla Pulido Ocampo; Here, Here by Joanne Ce sario; SPID by Alejo Bar baza and
Mervine Aquino; Ex cuse Me, Miss, Miss, Miss by Sonny Cal vento; and Isang Daa’t Isang
Mari posa by Norvin De los San tos. The six �lm mak ers each re ceived pro duc tion grants of
P200,000 for the shorts com pe ti tion.
Three new Filipino doc u men tary fea tures, re cip i ents of post pro duc tion grants of
P500,000 each, will pre miere in the DocQC com pe ti tion. They are For My Alien Friend by
Jet Leyco, A is for Agustin by Grace Pi mentel Sim bu lan, and Spring by the Sea
by Aleia Gar cia.
Non-com pe ti tion doc u men tary �lms will also be shown dur ing the fes ti val: The Fu ture
Cries Be neath Our Soil by Pham Thu Hang from Viet nam; Talk ing About Trees by Suhaib
Gas melbari from Su dan; and Kabul, City in the Wind by Aboozar Amini from Afghanistan.
In the fes ti val’s Screen In ter na tional sec tion, award win ning ti tles from Cannes and Ber -
lin will re ceive their Philip pine pre mieres. They are
Bean pole by Kan temir Balagov;
By The Grace of God by François Ozon; Nina Wu by Midi Z;
Bacu rau by Kle ber Men donça Filho and Ju liano Dor nelles; Frankie by Ira Sachs;
Synonyms by Na dav Lapid; The Whistlers by Cor neliu Po rum boiu; God Ex ists Her Name
is Petrunya by Teona Mitevska; On A Mag i cal Night by Christophe Honore; and, High Life
by Claire De nis.
The Spe cial Screen ings sec tion will show case Lin gua Franca by Is abel San doval; Dogs
Don’t Wear Pants by J.P. Valkeapää; Top End Wed ding by Wayne Blair; No Data Plan by
Miko Rev ereza; The Cave by Tom Waller; Krabi, 2562 by Ben Rivers and Anocha
Suwichako rn pong; A Girl Miss ing by Koji Fukada; and re cent Lo carno In ter na tional Film
Fes ti val win ner,
Vi talina Varela by Pe dro Costa.
This year, QCinema in tro duces a new sec tion called New Hori zons for de but or sec ond
fea ture �lms from around the world. The sec tion fea tures The Bare Ne ces sity by Er wan
De Luc; Buoy ancy by Rodd Rath jen; Home ward by Na ri man Aliev; The Red Phal lus by
Tashi Gyelt shen; Chola by Sanal Ku mar Sasid ha ran; and Sys tem Crasher by Nora
Fingscheidt.
Con tin u ing its part ner ship with the Film De vel op ment Coun cil of the Philip pines (FDCP)
in pro mot ing equal ity and rep re sen ta tion, QCinema will screen six �lms rep re sent ing the
LGBTQ+ spec trum in the sec tion, Rain bowQC. These are Venice Queer Lion win ner Jose
by Li Cheng; Song Lang by Leon Le; Port Au thor ity by Danielle Lesso vitz; Where We Be -
long
by Kongdej Jat u ran rasamee; And Then We Danced by Le van Akin; and the Ber li nale
Teddy awardee, Brief Story from the Green Planet
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by San ti ago Loza.
Part of the on go ing cen ten nial cel e bra tion of Philip pine cinema are two QCinema sec -
tions re �ect ing the rich her itage of clas sic and main stream works by ma jor di rec tors, in -
clud ing the coun try’s na tional artists for �lm.
Cen ten nial Clas sics will fea ture dig i tally re stored �lms by the ABSCBN Film Restora tion
Project and FDCP. Among the �lms to be shown are Biyaya ng Lupa by Manuel Si los; Mal -
varosa by Gre go rio Fer nan dez; In siang and Maynila sa Kuko ng Li wanag by Lino Brocka;
Noli Me Tan gere by Ger ardo de Leon; and Tisoy by Ish mael Ber nal.
A Spe cial Life Achieve ment Award will be pre sented to Vi cente del Rosario, Jr., “who es -
tab lished Viva En ter tain ment as one of the main, en dur ing pil lars in the en ter tain ment
in dus try for more than �fty years,” ac cord ing to a press re lease.
QCinema is pre sent ing the sec tion, Viva Clas sics, in recog ni tion of Mr. Del Rosario’s out -
stand ing con tri bu tions to the in dus try. Three pop u lar Viva �lms will be shown: Bi tu ing
Walang Ningn ing
by Em manuel H. Bor laza; Scor pio Nights 2 by Erik Matti; and Work ing Girls by Ish mael
Ber nal.
For the com plete screen ing sched ule, visit the QCinema web site at qcinema.ph or its o�  -
cial Face book page. —


