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At least 500 chil dren in Que zon City were not able to re ceive oral po lio vac cines pro vided
by the lo cal gov ern ment due to the re fusal of their par ents.
Mayor Joy Bel monte has asked par ents, guardians, com mu nity lead ers and other stake -
hold ers to sup port the city’s vac ci na tion drive to stop the spread of po lio, which
reemerged al most two decades after the Philip pines was de clared po lio-free.
“Oral po lio vac cines are free. I ap peal to ev ery one to have their chil dren vac ci nated. It is
our re spon si bil ity to pro tect chil dren and our com mu ni ties from po lio,” Bel monte said.
Around 160,000 chil dren in the city re ceived oral po lio vac cines dur ing the �rst round of
im mu niza tion con ducted by the city gov ern ment and the Depart ment of Health last week.
Ac cord ing to the city gov ern ment, some par ents re fused be cause their chil dren have al -
ready re ceived po lio vac cines from pri vate doc tors.
Oth ers were wor ried that their chil dren would su� er from side e� ects.
Based on in for ma tion from the World Health Or ga ni za tion (WHO), oral po lio vac cine has
no com mon side e� ects and has been used all over the world to pro tect chil dren against
the dis ease.
“Over the last 20 years, this vac cine has saved �ve mil lion peo ple from per ma nent paral -
y sis by po lio,” the WHO said.
No case of side e� ect as a re sult of the vac cine has been re ported in the Philip pines so far.
The WHO said there is also no risk of over dose, adding that fully im mu nized chil dren can
re ceive ex tra doses of the oral po lio vac cine to in crease their pro tec tion from the ill ness.
“The vac cine is ad min is tered mul ti ple times to en sure full pro tec tion. There is min i mal
risk of ad verse e� ects from oral po lio vac cine,” the health agency said.
The WHO said the oral vac cine may also be given to sick chil dren and new born ba bies who
have lower lev els of im mu nity.
The Que zon City gov ern ment said it plans to pro vide oral po lio vac cines to 274,785 chil -
dren �ve years and be low amid the reemer gence of po lio in the coun try.
The sec ond round of vac ci na tion will be held next month.
Bel monte called on fam i lies liv ing in sub di vi sions and con do mini ums to al low doc tors in
their vicini ties.
“We seek the co op er a tion of home own ers’ as so ci a tions and build ing o�  cials to en sure
that all chil dren un der �ve years are vac ci nated against po lio. Please al low our doc tors to
im ple ment our city wide e� orts in pri vate sub di vi sions and high-rise con do mini ums,”
she said.
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