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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte has or dered the in spec tion of build ings in the city to
en sure pub lic safety in case of a strong earth quake.
Fol low ing the swarm of strong earth quakes in Min danao, the lat est of which was a
mag ni tude 6.5 that struck on Thurs day, Bel monte met with lo cal gov ern ment o�  cials
to dis cuss proac tive mea sures to pre pare for a tremor.
“Earth quakes can strike any time and any where. So it’s bet ter to be proac tive and pre -
pared for any even tu al ity,” she said. “We have noth ing to lose but ev ery thing to gain if
we pre pare. It is bet ter to pre pare rather than re gret not do ing any thing.”
Dur ing the meet ing, the mayor di rected the Que zon City Disas ter Risk Re duc tion and
Man age ment Coun cil to check the fault mark ers painted along Barangays Bagong Si -
lan gan and Ugong Norte, and to en sure that res i dents there are reg u larly re minded
that they live near a fault.
Bel monte also or dered the in spec tion of struc tures, es pe cially in ar eas that may sus -
tain the most im pact in case of a strong quake.
“I or dered the engi neer ing depart ment to check on the in tegrity of struc tures such as
pub lic build ings and schools within the vicin ity of the fault lines and con duct re pair
and retro�tting if needed,” she said.
The Depart ment of Build ing O�  cial will in spect the struc tural in tegrity of pri vate
build ings and struc tures near the faults to en sure they can with stand a pow er ful
tremor.
City build ing o�  cials are also tasked to check on in for mal set tlers liv ing near fault
lines and re lo cate them to a safer lo ca tion if needed.
Bel monte re minded the res i dents to pre pare emer gency kits and as sign meet ing
points or evac u a tion sites dur ing an earth quake.
Res i dents are also urged to check their homes for pos si ble struc tural dam age and se -
cure heavy appliances or fur nish ings that could fall and cause ac ci dents. –
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