
12/3/2019 Un safe sex be hind rise in HIV cases

https://www.pressreader.com/philippines/manila-times/20191203/281565177624172/textview 1/1

77 new HIV cases were tal lied in July alone.
“The low knowl edge to preven tion of HIV and stigma and dis crim i na tion at tached to
HIV also con trib uted to the high num ber of fresh cases,” Cruz said.
He said 321 of the 505 cases were trans mit ted through maleto-male sex, 116 through
males hav ing sex with both males and fe males and 61 via male-fe male sex.
Cruz at trib uted the high num ber of new HIV cases to risky sex ual be hav ior and very
low use of con dom.
In a bid to ad dress the grow ing HIV cases, Mayor Jose �na Bel monte launched ZERO
at 2030 cam paign, which aims to pre vent the spread of the deadly virus through
preven tion, con trol and treat ment.
“We are con cerned by the con tin ued in ci dence of new HIV cases in the city amid our
on go ing e� orts to com bat it,” Bel monte said.
The mayor ex plained that the cam paign aims to have 90 per cent of res i dents with
HIV to know their sta tus by 2022, 90 per cent who are pos i tive to get treat ment and
90 per cent on treat ment to stay treated.
“This way, we can reach the goal of zero new cases, zero HIV-re lated deaths and zero
dis crim i na tion by 2030,” Bel monte said.
Cruz noted that 849 HIV cases were recorded last year. He said this num ber would be
sur passed this year since 509 cases have been re ported in a span of seven months.
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