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The Que zon City lo cal gov ern ment yes ter day launched “Zero HIV in 2030,” a cam -
paign to cut down the num ber of recorded HIV (hu man im mun od e � ciency virus)
in fec tions in the city.
Mayor Joy Bel monte, who graced the launch, said the pro gram uses a “whole of
com mu nity ap proach” to fo cus on the youth who have be come sex u ally ac tive.
“I think we should no longer be that care ful about sen si tiv i ties, be cause it is now
time to fo cus on the deadly disease, which could be avoided with the proper in for -
ma tion. We give them the proper treat ment and tools to com bat the disease,” Bel -
monte said.
“Chil dren are aware that this is one of the ma jor is sues fac ing the youth, in clud ing
men tal health and de pres sion. The youth are ready and aware. It is up to the city to
make it easy for them to be tested, to ac cess ser vices and take away the dis crim i -
na tion usu ally at tached to the cam paign,” she added.
The mayor stated the need to raise the is sue with the divi sion school su per in ten -
dent, who is very open on this mat ter.
In schools that o� er cour ses on sex u al ity, she said HIV ed u ca tion should be in cor -
po rated into these cour ses, as well as lessons on the use of con doms for pro tec tion
— and not as a form of con tra cep tion.
While she has yet to dis cuss this mat ter with pub lic school o�  cials, she said some
col leges have al ready com mit ted to mak ing ed u ca tion on con dom use avail able.
“As I men tioned to all health cen ters, we will make it ac ces si ble as well,” Bel monte
said.
“The con dom has had a stigma be cause it is associated with re pro duc tive health
is sues, which is be ing re sisted by some sec tors. But in our case, and the Pope
agrees, con dom use is an im por tant tool to pre vent the spread of HIV,” she added.
Like wise, while con doms are read ily avail able at health cen ters, the mayor said she
is talk ing with mall own ers and con ve nience stores to make its sale easy and ac -
ces si ble to help pre vent the spread of the disease.
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