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THE Depart ment of Agri cul ture (DA) on Mon day said it will im prove mea sures
against African swine fever as it val i dates an other re ported dis cov ery of ASF-
tainted pork in an other su per mar ket in Que zon City.
Speak ing to re porters on the side lines of his meet ing with pork in dus try stake hold -
ers, Agri cul ture Sec re tary Wil liam D. Dar said they have agreed to “strengthen” ex -
ist ing guide lines to fur ther con trol and con tain ASF in Lu zon.
Dar said DA teams are cur rently val i dat ing an other re port that ASFa� ected pork
was be ing sold in a QC su per mar ket, the sec ond un der the DA’s radar af ter it con -
�rmed re cently the ASF-tainted pork in their shelves.
“We are one in see ing to it that the ASF is prop erly man aged, con trolled and con -
tained,” he said.
“We will con tinue to strenghten ex ist ing guide lines to en sure that noth ing gets
past us. The val i da tion is on go ing [on re ported sec ond su per mar ket case]. Only one
has been con �rmed [so far],” he added in a mix of English and Filipino.
Dar did not pro vide de tails on the pos si ble changes in DA’s ex ist ing guide lines on
ASF, say ing that they are “too gen eral to men tion now.”
He pointed out, though, that ev ery thing would be “el e vated.”
Dar dis closed that he will talk to Ex ec u tive Sec re tary Sal vador
Me di aldea this week for the pos si ble is suance of an ex ec u tive or der on the gov ern -
ment’s Na tional ASF Zon ing plan.
He ex pects the doc u ment to be is sued by Mala cañang within the month.
In a sep a rate in ter view with re porters, Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte said there
has been a sec ond su per mar ket whose pork sam ples “al legedly” tested pos i tive for
ASF virus. The sam ples were tested by the Bureau of An i mal In dus try (BAI).
“There’s an other su per mar ket whose sam ples we sub mit ted to BAI al legedly tested
pos i tive for ASF. So given that, there’s more than one
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