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Res i dents and vol un teers of Si tio San Roque, an in for mal set tle ment in Barangay 
Bagong Pa gasa, Que zon City, cel e brated a “land mark vic tory” after sub mit ting their 
Com mu nity De vel op ment Plan (CDP) for in-city and on-site hous ing to Mayor Joy 
Belmonte on Mon day. Belmonte re ceived San Roque’s Cdp—which res i dents had 
la bo ri ously crafted with vol un teer lawyers, ar chi tects and other de sign pro fes sion als
—dur ing a di a logue with com mu nity lead ers and mem bers of the Save San Roque 
Al liance at City Hall.
She called for co op er a tion among com mu nity mem bers, de vel op ers and gov ern ment 
agen cies like the Na tional Hous ing Author ity (NHA) to achieve a “win-win sit u a tion.” 
“They lost trust in gov ern ment when they were given false in for ma tion way back in 
2013 only to be de mol ished with out warn ing,” Belmonte said. “We had a very fruit ful 
meet ing this af ter noon and I will try my very best to gather all the rel e vant agen cies 
to gether so we can agree on a res o lu tion ac cept able to all.”
“The mayor main tains her prom ise that there will be no demolition with out a proper 
re view of the agree ment be tween the NHA and Ayala Cor po ra tion [on de vel op ing the 
site], to check if they have fully com plied with the re quire ments un der the Ur ban 
De vel op ment and Hous ing Act of 1992,” said Jmar Atienza, one of the con venors of 
the Save San Roque Al liance.
The CDP is the for mal re sponse of around 5,000 fam i lies in Si tio San Roque to the 
planned Que zon City Cen tral Busi ness Dis trict (QCCBD). It is an in clu sive, par tic i pa -
tory and com mu nity-led de vel op ment plan that pushes for on-site de vel op ment. 
Since the QCCBD’S in cep tion, res i dents said they had been fac ing threats of evic tion, 
forced de mo li tions and ha rass ment. Si tio San Roque is gov ern ment-owned land that 
is part of the 256-hectare QCCBD, a joint ven ture be tween the NHA and Ayala Corp.
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