QC court orders

Vitriolo reinstated
as CHED director

By Rio N. Araja

THE Quezon City Regional Trial Court
has ordered the reinstatement of suspended
Commission on Higher Education execu-
tive director Julito Vitriolo, directing the
sitting executive director to vacate the post.

In a three-page resolution dated Dec. 12,
Branch 83 Judge Ralph Lee affirmed Vitri-
olo's reinstatement, citing “WHEREFORE,
premises considered, the Motion for Re-
consideration [of the Resolution dated Oct.
15, 2019] by the Respondent Atty. Cinder-
clla Benitez-Jaro through the Office of the
Solicitor General is hereby DENIED for
lack of merit.”

“The [Quezon City court] denial of the
motion is yet another vindication of me that
indeed as the CHED executive director, my
right to the office has been affirmed by the
Supreme Court by its final and executory
ruling on the matter,” Vitriolo told the me-
dia in a viber message.

Vitriolo described Jaro as a “usurper
and an illegal occupant™ as CHEd execu-
tive director.

With the lower court's decision, he said
“there is no more legal obstacle to the full
implementation of the decision of the Su-
preme Court.”

“I just hope the CHED chairperson and the
commissioners will respect these court orders
and decision under the principle of respect of
the rule of law,” he said.

“And also, so that the operations of CHED
could normalize and we can all move on as
united agency,” he added.

According to Vitriolo, “as an education
agency, the chairperson and commissioners
should be the first to show allegiance to the

rule of law.” _ _
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