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A BILL has been �led be fore the House of Rep re sen ta tives seek ing to in sti tu tion al ize
the right to ac cess to in for ma tion and cre ate a Free dom of In for ma tion Com mis sion.
Que zon City 5th District Rep. Al fred D. Var gas �led House Bill 5776 on Dec. 10, which,
if passed, will be known as the “Free dom of In for ma tion Act of 2019.” Mr. Var gas said
Pres i dent Ro drigo R. Duterte’s Ex ec u tive Or der No. 2, which op er a tional izes the peo -
ple’s right to in for ma tion, is not enough given that “a mere Ex ec u tive Or der by one
ad min is tra tion can eas ily be re versed by the next one.” The EO also cov ers only the
gov ern ment’s ex ec u tive branch. “EO No. 2 does not and can not cover other im por tant
gov ern ment in sti tu tions like lo cal gov ern ments, the leg is la ture, in de pen dent con sti -
tu tional bod ies and the ju di ciary. Cov er age of these other gov ern ment in stru men tal i -
ties can only be done by an act of Congress” Mr. Var gas said. He stressed the im por -
tance of mak ing all sta tis ti cal data on bud gets, ap pro pri a tions, and con tracts in a ma -
chine read able for mat to en sure that “re searchers and an a lysts will have a quicker and
eas ier time in pro cess ing and an a lyz ing data.” The bill also seeks to cre ate an In for -
ma tion Com mis sion that will over see the im ple men ta tion and en force ment of the
free dom of in for ma tion law. Mr. Var gas ex pressed op ti mism on the pas sage of the bill
given ma jor ity sup port for Mr. Duterte in the leg is la ture and House Speaker Alan Peter
S. Cayetano’s pre vi ous po si tion as chair man of the Se nate com mit tee on pub lic in for -
ma tion. “I have full faith that this 18th Congress is made up of men and women ready
to de liver a land mark leg is la tion that paves the way to an em pow ered and in formed
cit i zenry all con tribut ing to good gov er nance and our na tion’s de vel op ment,” he said.
The bill is cur rently pend ing at the com mit tee level. —
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