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The local government of Quezon City said on Sunday that it had tapped its human 
milk bank to assist mothers struggling to breastfeed their children in areas a�ected 
by the eruption of Taal Volcano. Dr. Josephine Sabando, director of Quezon City 
Gen eral Hos pi tal (QCGH) where the milk bank is lo cated, said in a state ment that they 
would do nate an ini tial 40 bot tles of 100 milliliters of pas teur ized milk with 200 more 
avail able for im me di ate dis tri bu tion.
The bot tles will be given out to evac u a tion cen ters in Batan gas prov ince where tens of 
thou sands of fam i lies are reel ing from the week long un rest at Taal. Mayor Joy 
Bel monte said the do na tion was prompted by calls from the pro vin cial gov ern ment, 
which had high lighted a lack of mother’s milk in evac u a tion cen ters.
“Part of the milk bank pro gram at QC Gen eral Hos pi tal is the pro vi sion of mother’s 
milk dur ing calami ties to en sure the ad e quate nu tri tion of in fants,” Sa bando said. 
The milk bank, es tab lished in 2015, was pri mar ily cre ated to cater to moth ers with 
pre ma ture or un der nour ished ba bies.
Though it was only the second city in Metro Manila to establish the facility—makati 
being the �rst—it has racked up a huge supply through continuous milk-letting 
ac tiv i ties, with QCGH rank ing as the top provider of breast milk in the cap i tal as of 
2018. The gov ern ment hos pi tal dis trib uted 29,250 ml of milk, higher than the 
com bined amount of 37 other hospi tals in Metro Manila, ac cord ing to the city.
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