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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte has or dered lo cal hos pi tals to in ten sify 
surveillance and support e�orts on reporting suspected cases of novel coronavirus 
(2019-nCoV) for early detection. Belmonte noted that there are no con�rmed cases 
of 2019-nCoV in the country, but cited the importance of not being complacent.
She asked the pub lic to take pre cau tion ary mea sures to pre vent the pos si bil ity of 
be ing in fected with the vi ral dis ease.
“Kahit wala pang kum pir madong kaso ng 2019-nCov sa bansa, hindi tayo 
puwe deng mag-re lax. We need to be vig i lant and re port sus pected cases of nCoV to 
au thor i ties,” Bel monte said. She said the city gov ern ment has been co or di nat ing 
with hos pi tals to re view pro to cols on how to han dle the vi ral dis ease if it reaches 
the coun try.
Dr. Rolando Cruz, head of the Epi demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit, di rected 
hos pi tals to re view their pro to cols to pre vent the spread of the SARS-like ill ness.
Belmonte said the local government is also readying medical equipment and 
protective gear for hospital workers in coordination with the Department of Health. 
Residents were encouraged to practice proper hygiene and seek medical attention if 
they have �u-like symptoms, especially those who have traveled to Wuhan, China. 
The city’s Disaster Risk Reduction and Management O�ce has readied two 
ambu lances with iso la tion cov ers and around 8,000 N95 masks.
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