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Quezon City Mayor Jose�na Belmonte directed the city council to conduct an inquiry in aid of 

legislation on the suicide incident at a mall last January 25. Belmonte said Councilors Irene 

Belmonte, Diorella Maria Sotto and Patrick Michael Vargas, chairmen of the Committees on 

Education, Science and Technology; Health; and Infrastructure respectively, would lead the 

investigation into the second recorded case of adolescent suicide involving a 15-year- old student 
who jumped from the seventh �oor of the mall. She said the investigation would focus on mental 

health issues among the youth and �nd means on how to address these.

The hear ing is in tended to craft pol icy and guide lines to pre vent the oc cur rence of sim i lar 

in ci dents, Bel monte said. “This in cludes the cre ation of cri sis in ter ven tion units on-site to as sist 

es tab lish ments in deal ing with these types of sit u a tions,” she said. (We will look at the setup of 

the mall and build ing and on how we are go ing to en force tight se cu rity so this in ci dent would not 

hap pen again),” she said.
Aside from mall o�cials, to be invited to the inquiry are school o�cials and experts to get in 

sights on how to address adolescent mental health issues. Belmonte instructed the City Health 

Department to ensure that the necessary steps would be under taken to fully implement 

Or di nance SP-2456 S-2015, which pro vides for a com mu nity-based men tal health pro gram and 

de liv ery sys tem.

She called on the pub lic not to share the sup posed video of the in ci dent, say ing they should be 

sen si tive to the plight of the fam ily of the vic tim. The victim, a Grade 9 student, entered the mall 

at 1:27 p.m. with friends last January 25. He last talked to his mother at 5:45 p.m.
According to his friends, they were separated from the victim, who went to the seventh floor of 

the mall’s parking building and took his life at 5:55 p.m. The victim was described by his class 

adviser as a responsible student, who wanted to make his parents proud.

BEL MONTE SEEKS PROBE OF MALL SUI CIDE

The Manila Times · 30 Jan 2020 · A8 · Mall setup build ing

Public User
Highlight

Public User
Highlight

Public User
Highlight

Public User
Highlight

Public User
Highlight

Public User
Highlight




