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Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte has stepped up the city government’s campaign against 
massage parlors o�ering “extra service”.

After ordering an intensi�ed drive against illegal gambling, Belmonte has directed a crack 

down against erring spas and massage parlors as part of the e�orts to end human 

tra�cking, sexual exploitation, and the spread of sexually transmitted diseases like HIV in 

Quezon City.

On Friday, a composite team from the Quezon City Hall and the Quezon City Police District 

raided Epitome Z Spa in Barangay West Kamias and arrested three massage therapists who 
o�er “extra service” to gay men.

The team was led by elements from the QCPD Station 9 and o�cials from the Women’s Desk, 

Business Permit and Licensing Department (BPLD), Social Services Development 

Depart ment, and doc tors from the Que zon City Gen eral Hospi tal (QCGH).

The spa was raided af ter the PNP hot line re ceived a text mes sage re gard ing the spa’s il licit 

oper a tion. Af ter con duct ing a thor ough back ground check, the BPLD dis cov ered that it had no 

busi ness per mit from the Que zon City Hall.
Belmonte said that after receiving con�rmation about the illegal activity from an under cover 

policeman, the team raided the spa and apprehended 14 persons, including the therapists 
who failed to show any certi�cation to the raiding team.

Ac cord ing to QCGH di rec tor Dr. Josephine Sa bando, all those ar rested were brought to the Q.C. 

Pro tec tion Cen ter for phys i cal ex am i na tion.

She said two of the therapists have been tested positive for hepatitis B and syphilis. They are 
also awaiting con�rmation if the other therapist is a person living with HIV (PLHIV).

For its part, the BPLD or dered the clo sure of the es tab lish ment.

Belmonte warned the public that engaging in illicit sexual adventures may lead to more grave 

medical issues like HIV and AIDS. She also called on concerned citizens to report massage 
parlors o�ering extra service to Hotline 122.
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