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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte yes ter day called on barangay o�  cials to ac ti vate re sponse
teams in their ju ris dic tions amid the threat posed by the 2019 novel coro n avirus (nCoV).

“As our eyes and ears in the com mu ni ties, barangays play a vi tal role in mon i tor ing and 
re spond ing to sus pected nCoV car ri ers in their ar eas,” Bel monte said.
Barangay leaders were tapped to help monitor city hall employees who recently traveled to 
countries with con�rmed nCoV cases to �nd out whether or not they are undergoing the 
re quired 14day self-quar an tine.
During a meeting with barangay o�cials, Belmonte called out those who shared false 
in for ma tion about nCoV on so cial me dia.
“Sometimes our o�cials forget that the things they say will have an impact on their 
con stituents,” she said. “We should not spread news that are not val i dated by the 
De part ment of Health.”
Among the fake news cited by the mayor was the re ported lock down of the East Av enue 
Med i cal Cen ter sup pos edly due to a pos i tive case of nCoV.
“That is not true,” she said. “In fact, we do not have a con�rmed case of nCoV in Quezon City. We 
are monitoring some patients, but there is no con�rmed case.”
Earlier, Belmonte ordered local government o�ces to stream line and harmonize all 
initia tives against the dreaded virus.
Lo cal hos pi tals and other med i cal fa cil i ties said pre cau tion ary mea sures are in place to 
pre vent the spread of nCoV in the city.
The city health o�ce said doctors from barangay health centers have proper training on how to 
handle patients a�icted with infectious diseases and how to isolate possible nCoV 
pa tients.
“We should prioritize the training of barangay health workers because they are the �rst 
re spon ders in our com mu ni ties,” Bel monte said.
Pri vate hos pi tals in the city have been ori ented and those cat e go rized as Level 2 and 3 
hos pi tals were ad vised to ad mit pos si ble car ri ers of nCoV.
Bel monte also or dered a mas sive in for ma tion dis sem i na tion about the dis ease in highly 
con gested ar eas and schools in the city.
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