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The Quezon City government will be the �rst local government unit (LGU) to be 
dep u tized by the An tiRed Tape Au thor ity (ARTA) to in spect mi cro, small and medium 
food pro cess ing en ter prises.
ARTA di rec tor Jeremiah Bel gica said yes ter day their ini tia tive to dep u tize LGUs will be 
pi lot-tested in Que zon City, which has the high est vol ume of busi nesses in the 
coun try.
Un der the pro gram, LGUs will be able to in spect pro cess ing plants as part of the 
ap pli ca tion process to get a li cense to op er ate from the Food and Drug Ad min is tra tion 
(FDA), which will re tain ju ris dic tion over LTO is suance.
The LGUs’ in spec tions will also be used for the is suance of san i tary per mits.
In spec tors from the LGUs will be trained and pro vided a stan dard check list to con duct 
the in spec tions in line with good man u fac tur ing prac tice reg u la tions en forced by the 
FDA.
The ini tia tive aims to ad dress the back log in the is suance of LTOs by the FDA’s Cen ter 
for Food Reg u la tion and Re search.
The FDA, the Department of the Interior and Local Government, the Quezon City 
government and the National Association of Business Permits and Licensing O�ce 
are part of the initiative.
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