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In a bid to further contain the spread of the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) virus, a 
lawmaker has �led a resolution urging allowners of major public and private 
establish ments to in stall ther mal scan ners for easy de tec tion of po ten tial car ri ers.
In House Res o lu tion 706, Que zon City 2nd District Rep. Precious Hipolito Castelo
said that while the mor tal ity rate of COVID-19 seems to be lower than that of the Se vere 
Acute Res pi ra tory Syn drome or SARS, it is still im por tant to im prove the de tec tion 
mea sures of all the ma jor pub lic and pri vate es tab lish ments in the coun try to pre vent the 
spread of the men ace.
“Now, therefore, be it resolved by the House of Representatives to urge all major public 
and private establishments to install thermal scanners in order to detect any potential 
carrier of the 2019 novel coronavirus,” the resolution states. The con�rmed cases of 
coronavirus in the country remains at three, with one death while death tolls in the 
neighboring countries, especially China continue to soar prompting government o�cials 
to impose travel restrictions. However, Malacañang yesterday announced that travel ban 
on Taiwan has been lifted, a move that was seen by many as a re sponse to Tai wan’s 
stern warn ing that it will “re cip ro cate.”
Not pres sured
Health Sec re tary Fran cisco Duque III, how ever re it er ated Fri day that the coun try was not 
pres sured by Tai wan’s threat to sus pend the visa-free en try priv i leges for Filipinos.
The Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Disease’ (IATF) 
has resolved to lift travel restrictions on the island nation e�ective yesterday.
But the Health sec re tary main tains that the lift ing of the ban has noth ing to do with 
Tai wan’s sullen ban ter.
“That has nothing to do with it,” Duque told reporters during a press brie�ng. On our part, 
it is purely on public health, public safety, and of course the need to see whether there is a 
threat of in crease risk if we didn’t allow travel from Tai wan to the Philip pines,” he 
ex plained.
Ear lier, Pres i den tial Com mu ni ca tions Sec re tary Martin An da nar said the IATF signed Res -
o lu tion 45 rec om mend ing the im me di ate lift ing of the travel ban to Tai wan.
He said the IATF has re ceived com mu ni ca tions and in for ma tion per tain ing to strict 
pro to cols that Tai wan has es tab lished, which en able the Philip pines to cred i bly de ter mine 
whether any trav eler has come from main land China and its Spe cial Ad min is tra tive 
Re gions. 
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Upon in de pen dently ver i fy ing the sub ject pro to cols, the IATF is con vinced that the 
protocols provide reliable assurance that su�cient measures are in place to e�ectively 
pre vent po ten tial car ri ers of the dis ease from en ter ing or de part ing Tai wan.
He added that the IATF is con tin u ously mon i tor ing sev eral risk in di ca tors and pro to cols 
from other ju ris dic tions such as Ma cau, with a view to mod i fy ing the cur rent travel 
re stric tions if con sid er a tions of pub lic health will war rant.
Duque said for the Depart ment of Health’s rec om men da tion, two things come to fore —the 
ab sence of lo cal trans mis sion in Tai wan and the low vol ume of trav el ers from Tai wan to 
Manila which as of February of this year just reached 45,000
At the same time, Duque said that the travel ban in Tai wan is not per ma nent and can be 
lifted if the need arises.
“We have said from the very start that this will be sub jected to risk as sess ment. And this 
has been a tem po rary ban to be gin with so there has never been a de ci sion of the IATF that 
has been cast in stone. So we con tinue with the same tact of sub ject ing the is sue of travel 
re stric tions or bans to pe ri odic as sess ment,” he added.
Duque said the Manila Economic Cultural O�ce has already been in formed of the lifting of 
the travel ban.
Mean while, Tourism Sec re tary Ber nadette Ro mulo-Puyat, said with the lift ing of the travel 
ban, Filipinos who wish to visit or work in Tai wan can freely do so.
Tai wan, she pointed out, is also an im por tant mar ket when it comes to tourism.
“This is very important to all our tourism stake holders. They are our �fth largest source 
market and a lot transits via Taiwan. And as we dis cussed ear lier, stricter protocols were 
im posed by Tai wan as well so it is safe,” Puyat said.
Over at Congress, House Mi nor ity Leader Bien venido Abante Jr., lauded the gov ern ment’s 
de ci sion to lift the travel ban.




