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QUEZON CITY Mayor Maria Jose�na “Joy” G. Belmonte vowed to grant necessary 
permits for the construction of the Metro Manila subway “after compliance with all 
the application requirements.”
She was re act ing to re cent re ports that the Que zon City govern ment has de cided to 
sus pend the is suance of per mits for the con struc tion of the sub way project.
“Not true. All we did was to issue a cease-and-desist order on the construction of 
the above ground MRT-7 Quezon Memorial Circle Station super structure because 
of its inappropriate design that, if allowed, would engulf the pylon and a�ect the 
integrity of the park,” Ms. Belmonte told Business World in a phone message on 
Wednesday evening.
The P356-bil lion sub way project in volves the con struc tion of 15 sta tions be tween 
Min danao Av enue in Que zon City and the Ni noy Aquino In ter na tional Air port in 
Pasay City. It will also link up with Metro Manila’s other rail ways at the com mon   
sta tion be ing built along North Av enue in Que zon City.
“The Que zon City govern ment will be happy to grant them the nec es sary per mits   
af ter com pli ance with all the ap pli ca tion re quire ments,” Ms. Bel monte added. 
Asked if Que zon City has is sues with the con struc tion of the sub way project, she 
said: “We in the Ex ec u tive Depart ment have no problems with it, and have in fact   
al ready formed a task force to work with var i ous lo cal and na tional agen cies to put 
in place mit i gat ing mea sures to lessen the bur den and in con ve nience to com muters 
dur ing the con struc tion phase. It is the Que zon City Coun cil led by Coun cilors       
Win ston Castelo and Jun Fer rer that are against the sub way align ment and are 
propos ing an EDSA line in stead [of Katipunan].”
“We in the Ex ec u tive do not share their sen ti ments and are fully sup port ive,” Ms. 
Bel monte added.
For his part, Trans porta tion Un der sec re tary for Rail ways Ti mothy John R. Batan    
de nied re ports that a re align ment of sta tions was made that could have been            
de lay ing the con struc tion of the project.
“There’s no truth to the state ment na nagka roon ng (that there was a) 
re align ment,” he said in a press con fer ence on Wed nes day af ter noon.
He said the cur rent align ment of the sub way project was de cided in De cem ber 2016. 
The board of the Na tional Eco nomic and De vel op ment Author ity ap proved the 
project in Septem ber 2017.
He said dur ing the con duct of the fea si bil ity study for the sub way project in 2015, 
the EDSA route was one of the op tions. But he said do ing so means six sub way sta -
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tions would be un der MRT-3. He doubts whether in vest ing in an other rail way line 
would be e�  cient when MRT-3 al ready ex ists, say ing not ev ery one are on EDSA.
“We wanted to spread it and that’s the rea son why itong align ment ng sub way natin 
(the align ment of our sub way) runs al most par al lel to EDSA to wards the eastern 
side,” he added.
TUN NELLING STARTS THIS YEAR
Mr. Batan said the Trans porta tion depart ment will for mally un veil the tun nel bor ing 
ma chines soon as it tar gets to start the tun nelling works within the year.
The government broke ground for the �rst three sta tions (Quirino High way,          
Tandang Sora and North Avenue) of the subway project in February last year after 
the Depart ment of Transporta tion signed a P51-bil lion deal for that pack age with 
the Shimizu joint ven ture, which is com prised of Shimizu Corp., Fu jita Corp., Take 
naka Civil Engi neer ing Co. Ltd. and EEI Corp.
The Philippines and Japan signed in March 2018 the �rst tranche of the 
P355.6-bil lion loan for the Metro Manila sub way project.
While the pub lic will have to wait un til 2025 for full op er a tions of the 
36-kilometer subway, the government targets partial operations — covering the 
�rst three stations — by 2022.




