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When think ing about Que zon City, one can not sim ply vi su al ize this pro gres sive city with out 
the Que zon Memorial Shrine.
The Art Deco monument and shrine, located inside the Quezon Memorial Circle, not only 
honors the life and works of the late Philippine Commonwealth President Manuel Luis     
Quezon, it also serves as his �nal resting place and that of his late wife First Lady Aurora 
Aragon Quezon.
The his tory of Que zon City is deeply wo ven into the his tory of the coun try as it even once 
served as the na tion’s cap i tal from 1948 to 1976, when Manila was re named as the cap i tal.
At present, Quezon City’s remarkable signi�cance remains powerful as it is also prominent. 
The city is home to various government o�ces, such as the House of Representatives and 
several government departments. It is also the seat of many of the country’s premier learning 
in sti tu tions such as the Univer sity of the Philip pines and the Ate neo de Manila Univer sity.
And with the ever in creas ing need to de velop Metro Manila, Que zon City will al ways play a vi tal 
part in it.
Speci�cally, in terms of mobility, which is very much needed in a heavy populated area as     
Quezon City, heritage and history should never be compromised.
In February 2020, Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte issued a temporary cease-and-desist order 
which stopped the above-ground works of the MRT-7 Quezon City Memorial Circle (QCMC)   
station, following concerns raised by the city’s historians and environmentalists on the      
possible adverse e�ects of the construction on the integrity of the Quezon Memorial Circle.

A new de sign for the MRT-7’s QCMC sta tion pre sented by the SMC and EEI
Cor po ra tion was ap proved by the Que zon City gov ern ment and other stake -
hold ers

A ‘WIN-WIN‘ SO LU TION FOR HER ITAGE AND PROGRESS

Daily Tribune (Philippines) · 3 Mar 2020 · B9 · God des Hope Libi ran

Public User
Highlight



3/3/2020 A ‘WIN-WIN‘ SO LU TION FOR HER ITAGE AND PROGRESS

https://www.pressreader.com/philippines/daily-tribune-philippines/20200303/281754156366179/textview 2/2

The MRT-7 project, which at present is al ready over 50 per cent com plete, aims to con nect 
Que zon City with San Jose del Monte in Bu la can at a re duced travel time from two hours to just 
34 min utes. Its de vel oper, San Miguel Cor po ra tion (SMC), eyes the project’s par tial op er abil ity 
by 2021.
While expressing concern, Mayor Belmonte gave her full support for the government’s “Build, 
Build, Build” program, which includes the MRT-7 project. As such, the Quezon City      
government, the concerned national government agencies, the project’s developer and other 
stakeholders strove to �nd a “win-win” solution for the issue.
In deed, this cur rent ad min is tra tion has been marked by its swift and e�  cient ac tion.
In just a week af ter its is suance, the Que zon City gov ern ment has lifted the cease-and-de sist 
order it had ear lier is sued. This, af ter con sid er a tion of a “win-win” so lu tion forged by the 
Depart ment of Trans porta tion, the project’s pro po nents and the var i ous stake hold ers.
A new de sign for the MRT-7’s QCMC sta tion pre sented by the SMC and EEI Cor po ra tion was 
ap proved by the Que zon City gov ern ment and other stake hold ers, in clud ing en vi ron men tal ists, 
rep re sen ta tives from the Na tional Hous ing Au thor ity, engi neers, and res i dents.
From the ini tial de sign of 11,000-square me ters above ground, the new de sign will place the 
sta tion at 426-square me ters (sqm) above ground, with a height of only six to seven me ters. 
Mayor Bel monte speci�  cally pointed out that the city gov ern ment and res i dents are happy with 
the out come that not only pre served the Que zon Memorial Shrine and the Que zon Memorial 
Cir cle, but also as sured of an e�  cient mass trans porta tion mode.
This was sec onded by Trans porta tion Sec re tary Arthur P. Tu gade, who added that a “win-win” 
so lu tion is proof that with col lab o ra tion be tween the na tional gov ern ment, lo cal gov ern ment 
and pri vate sec tor, con tentious is sues are solved swiftly.
The Trans porta tion chief also praised Mayor Bel monte for her pa tri otic wis dom and for her 
un der stand ing of the is sues.
He also com mended SMC for sup port ing the po si tion and con cerns of the lo cal gov ern ment. 
The prom ise of a com fort able life for Filipinos not only means the as sur ance of a safe, mod ern 
and con ve nient pub lic trans porta tion sys tem, but also of pre serv ing the coun try’s rich her itage 
and his tory for fu ture gen er a tions.
The his tory of Que zon City is deeply wo ven into the his tory of the coun try as it even once 
served as the na tion’s cap i tal from 1948 to 1976.




