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Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte yesterday prohibited local o�cials and the private sector from                 
holding events that draw large crowds as the number of con�rmed cases of coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) continues to rise.
Bel monte con �rmed that three of the 24 cases of coro n avirus in the coun try are Que zon City res i dents. 
She said lo cal govern ment agen cies and barangays are barred from or ga niz ing as sem blies.
“We also dis cour age the pri vate sec tor from hold ing gath er ings to pre vent the spread of the virus,” 
Bel monte said.
In addition to the 57-year-old man from District 1 whose case was announced over the weekend, the 
mayor said two others were con�rmed to have contracted the �u virus.
The second patient is a 34-yearold man now con�ned in a private hospital outside the city. The third is a 
52-year-old man from Project 6.
Bel monte said the sec ond pa tient was among the 10 new cases an nounced by the De part ment of Health on 
Mon day. The third pa tient is among the four new cases an nounced by Pres i dent Duterte.
The city health de part ment has con ducted dis in fec tion of the build ing where the sec ond case of COVID-19 
re sides. Con tact trac ing be gan yes ter day, Bel monte said.
The mayor said city o�cials are still trying to locate the exact address of the third patient, who has a         
history of travel to Switzer land.
Bel monte said all may ors in Metro Manila are un der strict in struc tions from Pres i dent Duterte to en sure 
that stu dents are kept away from malls and other crowded places while classes are sus pended.
PUI in UP
A mem ber of the Univer sity of the Philip pines (UP) Dil i man com mu nity is un der go ing mon i tor ing af ter     
being screened with high fever at the Univer sity Health Ser vice (UHS) on Mon day.
UP Dil i man chan cel lor Fidel Ne menzo said the per son un der in ves ti ga tion (PUI) was brought to a hospi tal 
for test ing.
“We as sure you that in han dling the PUI, all pro to cols were strictly fol lowed. The pa tient was iso lated from 
the rest of the UHS pa tients, and the hold ing area was im me di ately dis in fected,” he said.
It was not in di cated if the pa tient was a stu dent, fac ulty mem ber or univer sity em ployee.
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“We will not let our guard down. UP Dil i man has cre ated its COVID-19 task force that is in charge of           
im ple ment ing the nec es sary safety mea sures to com bat this threat to our com mu nity,”Ne menzo said.
So cial dis tanc ing
Metro Manila may ors agreed on cre at ing a tech ni cal work ing group (TWG) to craft stan dard poli cies in      
en forc ing “so cial dis tanc ing” mea sures to pre vent the spread of COVID-19.
Dur ing a meet ing yes ter day, the Metro Manila Coun cil, which is the pol icy-mak ing body of the            
Metropoli tan Manila De vel op ment Author ity (MMDA), formed a TWG to ad dress con cerns about so cial    
dis tanc ing or the need for peo ple to keep away from each other to stop the spread of the virus.
“The poli cies would set stan dard pa ram e ters in sus pend ing mass gath er ings in the Na tional Cap i tal              
Region,” MMDA Chair man Danilo Lim, who presided over the meet ing, said.
Lim said the coun cil would come up with the res o lu tion on so cial dis tanc ing this week.
So cial dis tanc ing en tails a dis tance of at least one me ter or three feet from the per son next to you,                   
ac cord ing to the World Health Or ga ni za tion.
MMDA gen eral man ager Jojo Gar cia ad vised pas sen gers of the jam packed Metro and Light Rail Tran sits to 
wear face mask and ob serve proper hy giene since it is im pos si ble to prac tice so cial dis tanc ing in public 
trans port.
Gar cia urged pri vate com pa nies to al low their em ploy ees to work from home.
No bus over crowd ing
Amid a state of public health emer gency, bus driv ers would no longer be al lowed to board an ex cess        
num ber of pas sen gers to avoid over crowd ing and pre vent the spread of COVID-19, the Land                            
Trans porta tion Fran chis ing and Reg u la tory Board (LTFRB) said.
While the agency has ex ist ing rules al low ing pas sen gers to stand along the aisles of buses, LTFRB                 
Chair man Martin Del gra III said they would not al low over crowd ing.
“We will not allow overcrowding, especially in this time of national emergency,” Delgra said at a press 
brie�ng.
Dur ing rush hours, com muters can be seen cramped in buses.
The LTFRB said it would co or di nate with the MMDA in en forc ing the pol icy.
The LTFRB also re quired op er a tors of public util ity ve hi cles to san i tize buses and jeep neys be fore and af ter 
trips.
A few weeks be fore the Holy Week, the Par ish Pas toral Coun cil of the Im mac u late Con cep tion Cathe dral of 
Cubao can celled ac tiv i ties for the Len ten sea son.
Rev. Fr. Den nis So ri ano can celled the sta tions of the cross,
“se nakulo” and Len ten rec ol lec tion.




