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A num ber of lo cal gov ern ment units in Metro Manila are start ing e� orts to be gin the mass
test ing of their res i dents for the coro n avirus disease 2019 (COVID-19).

Mayor Fran cisco “Isko Moreno” Do magoso gave the go-sig nal for the Manila Health De -
part ment (MHD) to con duct lo cal ized tar geted mass test ing at the city’s six district hos pi -
tals.
Like wise, the city’s hos pi tals are now au tho rized to send COVID-19 pa tients to the Ni noy
Aquino Sta dium, which was re cently turned into a quar an tine fa cil ity by the na tional gov -
ern ment.
Two male COVID-19-pos i tive pa tients will be the �rst to be ad mit ted at the sta dium.
In Que zon City, its health de part ment has the names of 150 res i dents who will be sub jected
to the pi lot com mu nity-based test ing at the QCX at the Que zon Me mo rial Cir cle.
The O� ce of the City Mayor said the com mu nity-based test ing is cru cial to help cal i brate
e� orts in com bat ing the spread of COVID-19 in the com mu ni ties.
The pa tients were iden ti �ed by district health o�  cers and are sus pected to have symp -
toms for the disease.
Mean while, the Cainta lo cal gov ern ment in Rizal prov ince has re ported that 52 per sons
have tested pos i tive for COVID-19.
How ever, data from the De part ment of Health (DoH) showed only two per sons have re -
cov ered from the disease, while 90 per sons un der in ves ti ga tion (PUI) have al ready been
cleared
The town’s death toll now stands at nine.
Dr. Gap Le gaspi, UP-PGH direc tor, has com mit ted to the Manila City gov ern ment that
they can re lease the re sults in two to three days.

Pa tients who will yield neg a tive re sults will be al lowed to go home, but are
still re quired to un dergo self-quar an tine for 14 days
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Presently, there are 152 PUI, while 41 COVID-19 pa tients and 95 PUI are be ing mon i tored.
Dr. Arnold Pan gan, Manila City Health o�  cer, said the fol low ing health fa cil i ties are ca pa -
ble of 232 swab tests daily: MHD/Del Pan Quar an tine Fa cil ity, 50 tests; Ospi tal ng Maynila,
20; Sta. Ana Hos pi tal/MIDCC, 30; Gat An dres Boni fa cio Me mo rial
Med i cal Cen ter, 50; Ospi tal ng Tondo, 17; Jus tice Jose Abad San tos Gen eral Hos pi tal, 15;
and Ospi tal ng Sam paloc, 50.
All swab tests will be pro cessed ei ther by the DoH’s Re search In sti tute for Trop i cal
Medicine (RITM) or the Univer sity of the Philip pines Philip pine Gen eral Hos pi tal (UP-
PGH).
Dr. Gap Le gaspi, UP-PGH direc tor, has com mit ted to the Manila City gov ern ment that
they can re lease the re sults in two to three days.
In Que zon City, all sam ples will be sent to RITM, with re sults ex pected to be re leased in
three to �ve days, said Dr. Rolando Cruz, head of the Epi demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit
of the QC Health De part ment (QCHD).
Pa tients who will yield neg a tive re sults will be al lowed to go home, but are still re quired to
un dergo self-quar an tine for 14 days.
Cruz said the Philip pine Red Cross will pro vide 1,500 ad di tional test ing and ex trac tion kits
in the com ing days.
The Que zon City gov ern ment is also in the process of procur ing 10,000 swabs and uni ver -
sal trans port me dia kits, with part ner ships with St. Luke’s and Lung Cen ter of the Philip -
pines be ing � nal ized for the faster re lease of test re sults.


