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Que zon City has adopted var i ous ap proaches to ramp up test ing of its res i dents such as 
house-to-house swab bing to min i mize the mo bil ity of pos si ble coron avirus dis ease 2019 
(COVID-19) car ri ers.
The city’s Epidemiology Sur veil lance Unit (ESU) started this week the home based               
col lec tion of swabs for those who have come in close con tact with COVID-19 pa tients.
It also cov ers per sons who have to un dergo con �r ma tory tests, ac cord ing to Joseph Juico, 
as sis tant sec re tary to the mayor and test ing pro gram co or di na tor.
“There are those who have symp toms but have yet to be tested. The barangays can call the 
ESU to lessen foot tra�c at test ing cen ters,” Juico said in a phone in ter view.
The ESU has so far col lected swabs from 84 peo ple, data re leased by the city gov ern ment 
showed.
The swab sam ples will be sent to lab o ra to ries at the Research In sti tute for Trop i cal 
Medicine and Lung Cen ter of the Philip pines for PCR test ing, with the re sults ex pected in 
two to three days.
The local government has opened a testing center at the Quezon Memorial Circle to 
accommodate those identi�ed by barangay health o�cials as suspected COVID-19 cases. 
The center collected swabs of more than 180 people in three days. Juico said the facility,     
lo cated at the QCX Mu seum, also serves as a one-stop shop for patients as it con ducts 
blood test ing and X-ray.
“So that when we bring them to our iso la tion fa cil ity, we can give them the nec es sary   
medi ca tion pend ing the re sults of their COVID-19 tests,” he said.
Que zon City also tied up with the Philip pine Red Cross, which has do nated 1,500 test kits 
and a lab o ra tory to test swabs col lected from city res i dents.
Swabs are also be ing col lected at three hos pi tals run by the lo cal gov ern ment.
Juico said the city gov er mment is look ing at es tab lish ing its own test ing fa cil ity.
The De part ment of Health recorded 982 COVID-19 cases in Que zon City with 79 deaths 
and 72 re cov er ies.




