
4/24/2020 QC opens more test ing cen ters

1/3

THE Que zon City gov ern ment will open new test ing cen ters in all the city’s six dis tricts this 
week to han dle res i dents sus pected to have been in fected with the new coro n avirus.
“We are opening more testing centers located in di�erent districts [in order that] that we can 
accommodate and identify more residents who might have Covid-19 (coronavirus disease 
2019),” Mayor Jose�na “Joy” Belmonte said.
Res i dents of District 4 would be ac com mo dated at the Que zon City Ex pe ri ence in Que zon      
Me mo rial Cir cle, the city’s test ing cen ter.
Res i dents of District 5 would be tested at the SB Park in No valiches while District 6’s test ing  
fa cil ity is si t u ated at the Univer sity of the Philip pines’ Asian In sti tute of Tourism along      
Com mon wealth Av enue.
As for Districts 1, 2 and 3, the location of their testing centers are still being �nalized but          
these will be opened on Tuesday. Belmonte said these testing centers would be equipped with 
�rst local-based with a high number of Covid cases. So will it include entire Metro Manila? Or 
will it be on a town, city or barangay level?” he said.
If the Pres i dent will ex tend the quar an tine, “it’s a safer choice, but the prob lem is many               
peo ple will still be out of work,” Roque said. Sen. Christo pher Lawrence “Bong” Go yes ter day 
also fa vors the ex ten sion of the ECQ be cause of the un abated rise of virus cases.
As to the other cities in the coun try, the se na tor said that there swab booths and would tar get 
50 tests per day.
She added that the testing facilities would be indirect coordination with village health centers 
while district health o�cers would man the booths.
The local government aims to con duct around 1,800 to 2,000 swab tests per week, including 
those that will be administered by local government hospitals. Specimen from the district   
testing centers and local government is a need to know �rst whether there is a �attening of 
the curve. The day of presidential reckoning comes at a time when the number of people    
recov er ing from the virus con tin ues to out pace the death count.
The De part ment of Health (DoH) on Mon day re ported 41 new re cov er ies, bring ing the to tal to 
613. Nine teen more Covid fa tal i ties were tal lied, rais ing the death toll to 428.
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The DoH at trib uted the rise in hospi tals would be for warded to the Lung Cen ter of the Philip -
pines and St. Luke’s Med i cal Cen ter-Que zon City for test ing.
Com mu nity-based test ing Project Man ager Joseph Juico said the city gov ern ment en tered
into a part ner ship agree ment with the Que zon City Po lice District (QCPD) to help in the lo cal
test ing.
The QCPD has de ployed 30 nurses and six med i cal tech ni cians from the Philip pine Na tional
Po lice (PNP) who will help the QC Epi demi o log i cal
re cov er ies to its new di rec tive to count pa tients with mild symp toms who had com pleted a 14-
day home quar an tine.
There were also 200 new cases, bring ing the count to 6,459.
Around half of the to tal cases or 3,199 pa tients are in hospi tals.
Ser vices Unit, led by Dr. Rolly Cruz, in con tact trac ing.
“The sup port of QCPD will help the city health de part ment reach more com mu ni ties per day,
thereby help ing iden tify who should be placed un der quar an tine,” Juico said.
The QC gov ern ment ad vised its res i dents to co or di nate with their vil lage health o�  cers for
ini tial in ter view and as sess ment be fore they will be sched uled and brought to the test ing cen -
ters.
mar kets and su per mar kets to walkins and in stead opt for de liv er ies of any pack age of food,
medicine, and quar an tine sup plies by cadets, re servists, and barangay tan ods.
An other quar an tine ex ten sion ad vo cate is Agu san Del Norte 1st District Rep. Lawrence For tun.
For tun stressed the need for mass test ing, e� ec tive con tract trac ing, im me di ate avail abil ity of
med i cal equip ment, and speedy and red tape-free dis tri bu tion of as sis tance poor and vul ner -
a ble fam i lies.
“We de�  nitely have not �at tened the curve yet. While the spike is not as high as be fore, new
cases are still emerg ing and the num bers are still in creas ing. En cour ag ingly no table, though,
is the num ber of re cov er ies sur pass ing deaths, and the slow ing down of the spread. But we
can not re lent as the num bers still don’t ad vise that it’s time to drop some guards. Oth er wise,
a more wide spread resur gence is likely and the coun try’s eco nomic stand still may even be
worse and longer,” he said.
House Deputy Mi nor ity leader and Bayan Muna Rep. Car los Isagani Zarate agreed that a “na -
tion wide mas sive test ing for Covid-19 is still key in any de ci sion to lift, ex tend or mod ify” the
ECQ.
Mean while, CT-CIS Party-list Niña Tadu ran and BHW Party-list Rep. Angelica Natasha Co
called for a mod i �ed or se lec tive lock down.
Tadu ran ac knowl edged that con di tions are not ex pected to re turn to nor mal, and she pro -
posed that the gov ern ment and pri vate com pa nies join in as sist ing work ers and small busi -
nesses ad just to the post-lock down sce nario.
She sug gested de vel op ing a com pre hen sive plan to o� er work ers jobs that are close to their
res i dence and sup port work-fromhome schemes by pro vid ing nec es sary equip ment.
PBA Party- list Rep. Jeri cho No grales backed a mod i �ed lock down in ar eas with zero cases and
su�  cient med i cal fa cil i ties and man power to ad dress Covid cases.
Ako Bi col Party-list Rep. Al fredo Garbin Jr. called for a mod i �ed quar an tine but cou pled with a
strict im ple men ta tion of phys i cal dis tanc ing and manda tory wear ing of masks, con tin ued
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clo sure of malls and schools, and a ban on mass gath er ings.
Kabayan Party- list Rep. Ron Salo urged the DoH and the in ter a gency task force on emerg ing
dis eases to pre pare for the pro to cols or set of guide lines for the “new nor mal” that will be ob -
served upon the par tial or to tal lift ing of the quar an tine.
“The early re lease of th ese pro to cols is cru cial, par tic u larly among LGUs which are in the
fore front of our �ght against Covid-19,” Salo said.




