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THE Que zon City gov ernment now re quires per sons de prived of lib erty (PDLs) to un dergo 
test ing be fore their com mit ment to de ten tion fa cil i ties to pre vent the spread of the coro n -
avirus dis ease 2019 (Covid-19).
Mayor Jose �na “Joy” Bel monte signed Ex ec u tive Or der 30 af ter the Bureau of Jail Man age -
ment and Penol ogy (BJMP) and the Que zon City Po lice Dis trict (QCPD) re ported cases of 
Covid-19 in their re spec tive de ten tion fa cil i ties.
“We have in stalled guide lines that will be ob served when the court or ders the com mit ment 
of a PDL to a de ten tion fa cil ity man aged by the BJMP,” Bel monte said.
“The guide lines will like wise cover those ar rested by author i ties be fore they are de tained in 
a po lice precinct or fa cil ity,” she added.
Af ter the court is sued the com mit ment of a PDL into the Que zon City Jail (QCJ), the or der 
man dates the BJMP to co or di nate with the Que zon City Health De part ment to ar range for 
their Covid-19 test ing in a separate quar an -tine fa cil ity.
Bel monte said in mates would re main in the quar an tine fa cil ity while wait ing for the test re -
sults. If the re sult is neg a tive, they will be trans ferred to the QCJ. If it is pos i tive, they will re 
main in the quar an tine fa cil ity for treat ment or trans ferred to an other fa cil ity.
The mayor said in mates would only be com mit ted to the QCJ if they were cleared of the con -
ta gion.
Be fore an in mate is re leased from the QCJ or any QCPD-run de ten tion fa cil ity, they will un -
dergo a med i cal ex am i na tion to de ter mine whether Covid-19 test ing is nec es sary.
Bel monte en cour aged the BJMP and QCPD to con duct reg u lar health mon i tor ing of in mates 
in their custody and im me di ately no tify the QCHD if any de tainee ex hibits Covid-19 symp -
toms.
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