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Half a dozen dis tricts of Que zon City are hosts to com mu nity-based test ing cen ters for the
coro n avirus dis ease in prepa ra tion for the an tic i pated in crease in the num ber of cases of the
dreaded virus, lo cal gov ern ment o�  cials said.

Ac cord ing to Dr. Rolando Cruz of the Que zon City Epi demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit
(QCESU), test ing is key to the lo cal gov ern ment’s cam paign of iden ti fy ing, iso lat ing and treat -
ing COVID-19 pos i tive pa tients, while pre vent ing its spread in the com mu ni ties.
Cruz al layed wor ries on the in crease in the num ber of vi ral in fec tions in the city, stress ing this
was an in di ca tion the lo cal gov ern ment is on the right path in the �ght against COVID-19.
“Test ing is like driv ing with the head lights on, which is way bet ter than driv ing in the dark.
Through it, we can prop erly iso late and give care to our pa tients who tested pos i tive,” the
med i cal o�  cial said.
The Que zon City gov ern ment re cently opened com mu nity-based test ing cen ters in Dis tricts 1,
2 and 3.
The District 1 test ing cen ter is at the Este ban Abada El e men tary School while the Batasan Na -
tional High School is the site of the test ing area for District 2.
Test ing is like driv ing with the head lights on, which is way bet ter than driv ing in the dark.

We rec og nize the enor mous chal lenges be ing faced by the na tional gov ern -
ment so we pro fusely thank them for as sist ing the lo cal gov ern ment unit
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For District 3, the city gov ern ment as signed the Old Balara Cov ered Court as a test ing site,
which be gan op er at ing on Wed nes day.
The three test ing cen ters op er ate from 8 a.m. up to 3 p.m. and tar gets 50 tests a day.
Que zon City has its District 4 test ing cen ter at the Que zon City Ex pe ri ence or QCX, District 5 at
SB Park No valiches and District 6 at the Uni ver sity of the Philip pines-Asian In sti tute of
Tourism along Com mon wealth Av enue.
Tests are con tin u ously con ducted by city gov ern ment hos pi tals as well as by the QCESU.
In part ner ship with var i ous test lab o ra to ries, hos pi tals and other part ners, a to tal 140 sam ples
are an a lyzed and tested each day, ac cord ing to Cruz.
The med i cal o�  cial ac knowl edged set backs in terms of turn around time for test re sults.
“We rec og nize the enor mous chal lenges be ing faced by the na tional gov ern ment so we pro -
fusely thank them for as sist ing the lo cal gov ern ment unit,” he said.
How ever, Joseph Juico, project man ager of the com mu nity-based tests, said Que zon City is
also ex plor ing the es tab lish ment of its own poly merase chain re ac tion lab o ra tory and the
bee� ng up of QCESU’s man power for con tact trac ing.
Juico said, “Hope fully, we can also en ter into part ner ships with more lab o ra to ries to fur ther
in crease our test ing ca pac ity to 300-500 tests per day.
Que zon City has thus far tested more than 3,000 pa tients to date and on tar get to meet the
goal of 10,000 pa tients this month.




