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As com mu nity-based test ing is ramped up in all six districts of Que zon City, its chief epi -
demi ol o gist said the in crease in the num ber of cases could be an in di ca tion that the lo cal
gov ern ment “[was] on the right track” in its �ght against the new coro n avirus dis ease
(COVID-19).
As of Wed nes day, the De part ment of Health had recorded 1,464 con �rmed cases of COVID-
19 in the city, 1,102 of which were val i dated by the QC Epi demi ol ogy and Sur veil lance Unit
(QCESU) and health o� ces in the di� er ent districts.
Que zon City now ac counts for around 25 per cent of the to tal num ber of con �rmed cases in
Metro Manila, which makes it the hard est hit lo cal ity.
But ac cord ing to Dr. Rolly Cruz, the city’s head epi demi ol o gist, this only proves how test ing
has be come an in te gral part of the lo cal gov ern ment’s campaign of iden ti fy ing, iso lat ing
and treat ing COVID-19 positive pa tients.
Proper care
“Test ing is like driv ing with head lights on, which is way bet ter than driv ing in the dark.
Through it, we can prop erly iso late and give care to our pa tients who tested positive,” he
said.
In part ner ship with sub na tional lab o ra to ries, lo cal gov ern ment hos pi tals and other groups,
Cruz said the city ex pected a to tal of 140
sam ples to be an a lyzed and tested per day.
Two weeks since the city launched its com mu nity-based test ing pro gram, more than 3,000
pa tients have been tested to date, with a tar get of 10,000 pa tients by the end of May.
On Wed nes day alone, a to tal of 196 tests were con ducted by the QCESU in com mu nity-based
test ing cen ters and lo cal gov ern ment hos pi tals.
This co in cided with the open ing of new com mu nity-based test ing cen ters in Districts 1, 2
and 3—at Este ban Abada El e men tary School, Batasan Na tional High School and Old Balara
Cov ered Court, re spec tively. Each cen ter can run up to 50 tests a day.
The city also has test ing cen ters in District 4 (Que zon City Experience or QCX at Que zon
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Me mo rial Cir cle), District 5 (SB Park No valiches) and District 6 (Univer sity of the Philip -
pines’ Asian In sti tute of Tourism on Com mon wealth Av enue).
Faster turn around
“Even with that, there are cer tain set backs in terms of the turn around time for re sults.
Hope fully, with the help of the na tional gov ern ment, this can also be ad dressed,” Cruz said.
Joseph Juico, project man ager of Que zon City’s com mu nity-based test ing, said the lo cal
gov ern ment was aim ing to raise its test ing ca pac ity to 300 to 500 tests.
He added that they were plan ning to set up their own poly merase chain re ac tion (PCR) lab o -
ra tory and to scale up the man power of QCESU for con tact trac ing.




