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As crowds formed long queues in re tail stores and su per mar kets to buy al co holic bev er ages fol low -
ing the li ing of liquor ban in Que zon City, con cerned ci ti zens have ex pressed fears of pos si ble sec -
ond wave of coro n avirus dis ease (COVID-19) cases due to vi o la tions of quar an tine pro to cols.
Re tired Philip pine Bas ket ball As so ci a tion (PBA) and col lege bas ket ball stand out Aure lio Jal masco
said an other round of COVID-19 cases will most likely sweep Metro Manila and nearby ar eas “if the
trend con tin ues’’.
He no ticed that the public got a lit tle too ex cited when the re laxed quar an tine pro to cols were im -
ple mented in the said ar eas.
J alma scourged the Depart ment of In te rior and Lo cal Gov ern ment (DILG), Philip pine Na tional Po -
lice (PNP) and Mayor Joy Bel monte to im pose the needed mea sures to pre vent a sec ond or third
wave of COVID-19 cases.
Jal masco stressed that it seems bet ter if malls re mained o� lim its and liquor ban is im posed in
Que zon City anew.
Po lice Lt. Gen. Guillermo Eleazar, com man der of the Joint Task Force on COVID-19, re it er ated his
call for the public to ob serve quar an tine rules at all times.
He also in sisted that quar an tine pro to cols speci�  cally so cial dis tanc ing should be fol lowed even
with the re laxed quar an tine rules in some ar eas.
For her part, Bel monte urged the public to re port erring estab lish ments vi o lat ing the re stric tions
on the sale of liquor to proper au thor i ties.
She as sured that these cases will be dealt with ac cord ingly, say ing she will ask the Busi ness Per mit
and Li cens ing Depart ment (BPLD) to re voke the busi ness per mits of un scrupu lous va ri ety stores,
gro ceries and su per mar kets.
How ever, many sari-sari stores mostly lo cated in the city’s de pressed ar eas, have been oper at ing
with out busi ness per mits ever since.
Signed by Bel monte, Ex ec u tive Or der (EO) 31 se ries of 2020 reg u lates the sale, dis tri bu tion and con -
sump tion of al co holic bev er ages un der the ex ist ing Mod i �ed En hanced Com mu nity Quar an tine
(MECQ).
The EO stip u lates that the sale and dis tri bu tion of al co holic bev er ages are al lowed only from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m.
In the same or der, the con sump tion of any liquor, wine, beer or other al co holic or in tox i cat ing bev -
er age shall only be al lowed within pri vate es i dences for the du ra tion of the MECQ.
The liquor ban in Que zon City took e� ect on March 26, 2020 af ter Bel monte signed Ex ec u tive Or der
24 Se ries of 2020 when the city was placed un der en hanced com mu nity quar an tine (ECQ).
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