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Lo cal o�  cials in Que zon City thought it was per mis si ble for res i dents to en gage in so cial and 
sport ing ac tiv i ties un der the gen eral com mu nity quar an tine (GCQ), prompt ing the city gov -
ern ment to nudge barangay lead ers to en force strict quar an tine rules, Mayor Joy Bel monte 
said on Wed nes day night.
Bel monte said one of the driv ers of com mu nity trans mis sion was the con fu sion among res i -
dents and lo cal o�  cials as to what was al lowed and pro hib ited un der the GCQ.
“Peo ple were ac tu ally fol low ing rules dur ing the ECQ, but when GCQ was de clared – work re -
sumed, and other things were per mit ted – many of our o�  cials thought it was okay to play 
bas ket ball, drink ing,” Bel monte told “The Chiefs” the other night on One News/TV5.
“Es pe cially when the liquor ban was lifted. They thought that it was a li cense to gather and 
drink in pub lic,” she added.
Que zon City showed pat terns in the spread of COVID-19 among com mu ni ties, chief of which 
was drink ing with neigh bors wherein in di vid u als shared cups.
Lo cal health o�  cials also ob served that some COVID-19 pa tients in the city en gaged in boo dle 
�ghts, karaoke and bas ket ball games with other house holds, ac cord ing to the mayor.
“Most of the pat terns show most of th ese peo ple are in de pressed or ur ban ar eas and that’s 
where we see com mu nity trans mis sions,” Bel monte said.
The mayor said while she un der stands the di�  culty of stay ing home con sid er ing the cramped 
spa ces in th ese ar eas, barangay o�  cials need to closely mon i tor th ese com mu ni ties to pre -
vent trans mis sions.
Bel monte said she had sched uled yes ter day a meet ing with barangay o�  cials to dis cuss ad -
just ments in en forc ing quar an tine rules in the city.
“It is time to re mind them that that is not the mean ing of GCQ. GCQ is for the econ omy, but it 
doesn’t mean the quar an tine is lifted,” she added.
As of June 30, QC has at least 3,362 COVID-19 cases, in clud ing 233 deaths and 1,978 re cov er -
ies.
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