
3/18/2020 QC placed un der state of calamity over COVID

https://www.pressreader.com/philippines/the-philippine-star/20200314/281732681553260/textview 1/2

For the �rst time in recent years, Quezon City was placed under a state of calamity 
yes ter day due to the threat of the coro n avirus dis ease 2019 (COVID-19).

The city council unanimously approved the resolution declaring the state of calamity                 
during a special session. Six of 52 con�rmed COVID-19 cases in the country are Quezon City 
residents. Some patients are also con�ned in hospitals in the city.
“This is the �rst time in many years, for as long as I can remember, that Quezon City 
actually declared a state of calamity. This was something that we feel is important, �rst 
and foremost because the President has declared a state of public health emergency in the 
Philippines,” Mayor Joy Bel monte said. “While this is not nor mally done and this is 
some thing that I do not want to do, it has to be done in or der for us to em power our 
barangays to ad dress the is sues in their ju ris dic tions,” she added.
The res o lu tion au tho rizes the re lease of the quick re sponse funds to all of the city’s 142 
barangays for the emer gency pro cure ment and dis tri bu tion of goods and re pro gram ming
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of funds for the re pair and up grad ing of public in fra struc tures and fa cil i ties in the con text 
of re spond ing to the health emer gency. The pro cesses would still be sub ject to ex ist ing 
ac count ing and au dit ing rules and reg u la tions.
With the dec la ra tion, Bel monte said the city’s barangays would no longer have to rely on 
the city govern ment for re sources to ad dress the threat of COVID-19.
She noted that the na tional govern ment dec la ra tion re quires barangays to set up iso la tion 
rooms, dis in fect their ar eas and mon i tor pa tients un der mon i tor ing and in ves ti ga tion.
“For them to be able to carry this out, they need to have the nec es sary re sources. It only  
un der the state of calamity that they would be able to uti lize their quick re sponse funds,” 
said the mayor.
The mayor would meet with barangay o�cials and representatives from the Commission 
on Audit and other local agencies to orient them on the parameters of using the fund. The 
city government would also pro vide sup port to the po lice for the setup of check points at 
Que zon City’s bound aries with the prov inces of Bu la can and Rizal, Belmonte said.
She would also is sue an ex ec u tive or der on the poli cies con cern ing COVID-19.
She added that the city govern ment is work ing on all fronts to main tain reg u lar op er a tions 
un der a four-day work week scheme to en sure reg u lar ser vices are de liv ered to cit i zens. Las 
Piñas res i dents urged: Stay home
Las Piñas Mayor Imelda Aguilar, on the other hand, yesterday called on residents to heed 
Duterte’s advice and stay home, “practice social distancing and avoid crowded places.” 
She earlier con�rmed that a 53-year-old male resident, who has no history of travel 
abroad, tested positive for COVID-19 at the Las Piñas General Hospital.
“The pa tient is now re cov er ing and in sta ble con di tion,” Aguilar said.
The city health o�ce’s surveillance team has started tracing the people with whom the 
res i dent came into con tact.


