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The Que zon City lo cal gov ern ment has re leased guide lines on deal ing with the coro n avirus 
dis ease 2019 (COVID-19) dur ing �oods and other dis as ters that may hap pen dur ing the rainy 
sea son.
“The COVID-19 pan demic brings new chal lenges to dis as ter pre pared ness, es pe cially pre -
pared ness for the rainy sea son,” Mayor Joy Bel monte said in the guide lines re leased yes ter -
day.
“Dis ease sur veil lance, phys i cal dis tanc ing, the use of face masks, en hanced san i ta tion and 
dis in fec tion are just some of the con cerns that may com pli cate risk re duc tion and man age -
ment mea sures,” she added.
She said the guide lines are in tended to en sure con tin u ing mit i ga tion of the pan demic even in 
the course of deal ing with �oods, ty phoons and other risks dur ing the rainy sea son.
Bel monte di rected the city’s dis as ter risk re duc tion and man age ment o� ce to main tain a list 
of �ood prone ar eas and iden tify evac u a tion lo ca tions, such as schools and cov ered courts. 
She also or dered main tain ing an up-to-date list of sus pected and con �rmed COVID-19 cases 
to en sure that they are trans ported and shel tered separately in case of evac u a tions.
Re spon ders should have the ap pro pri ate per sonal pro tec tive equip ment dur ing res cue or 
evac u a tion op er a tions to en sure their safety.
Evac uees should also main tain proper phys i cal dis tanc ing when be ing trans ported to the des -
ig nated evac u a tion fa cil ity.
At evac u a tion cen ters, mass gath er ings should be pre vented by adopt ing ar range ments that 
would en able evac uees to main tain at least one-me ter dis tance from one an other.
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