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Since late last year, peo ple in the cen tral Chi nese city of Wuhan have been in fected
with a vi ral pneu mo nia whose cause was un known. A pre lim i nary in ves ti ga tion has
iden ti �ed the res pi ra tory dis ease as a new type of coron avirus, Chi nese state me dia
re ported on Jan. 9, cit ing sci en tists han dling the in ves ti ga tion.

As of Jan. 24, 26 peo ple have died and more than 800 cases have been re ported in
China, the Na tional Health Com mis sion said.
The out break has put other coun tries on alert as mil lions of Chi nese travel for Lu -
nar New Year. Au thor i ties in Sin ga pore, Ma cau, Viet nam, Hong Kong, Tai wan,
South Korea, Thai land, and in Ja pan have iden ti �ed new cases, all in volv ing re cent
travel from China.
Here are �ve things you should know about coron avirus.
What are coro n aviruses?
Coro n aviruses are a large fam ily of viruses, some of which cause the com mon cold.
Oth ers found in camels, bats, and other an i mals have evolved into more se vere ill -
nesses. They are named for the spikes that pro trude from their mem branes, which
re sem ble the sun’s corona.
What are the symp toms?
Symp toms of the new ill ness in clude high fever, di�  culty in breath ing, and lung
le sions, ac cord ing to the Wuhan Health Com mis sion. Chills, body aches, and short -
ness of breath are as so ci ated with more dan ger ous kinds of coron avirus, US Cen ters
for Dis ease Con trol and Preven tion re ported.
How are coro n aviruses spread?
Many coro n aviruses can spread through cough ing, sneez ing, or by touch ing an in -
fected per son. Coro n aviruses can spread from hu man con tact with an i mals. Sci en -
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tists think MERS started in camels, ac cord ing to the World Health Or ga ni za tion
(WHO). With SARS, sci en tists found that civet cats were car ry ing the dis ease. When
it comes to hu man-to hu man trans mis sion of the viruses, it of ten hap pens when
some one comes into con tact with the in fected per son’s se cre tions.
How can it be treated?
There is no spe ci�c treat ment for coron avirus. Most of the time, symp toms will go
away on their own. Doc tors can re lieve symp toms by pre scrib ing a fever or pain
med i ca tion. If you’re feel ing sick, rest, sleep, and drink plenty of �u ids. Seek med i -
cal at ten tion if you have �u-like symp toms.
How can you pre vent your self and oth ers from get ting sick?
Here are some ways to re duce your risk of coron avirus in fec tion, ac cord ing to WHO:
• Clean hands with soap and wa ter or al co hol-based san i tizer
• Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze
• Avoid close con tact with peo ple who have a cold or �u-like symp toms
• Thor oughly cook meat and eggs
• Avoid un pro tected con tact with live wild or farm an i mals
If you’re feel ing sick, rest, sleep, and drink plenty of �u ids. Seek med i cal at ten tion
if you have �u-like symp toms.


