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PRES I DEN TIAL Ad viser for En trepreneur ship and Go Negosyo founder Joey Con cep cion
an nounced the com ple tion of a to tal of 4,141 rapid tests from Project ARK (an ti body rapid
test kits) in Que zon City in part ner ship with Mayor Jose �na Bel monte.
The test kits were do nated by the pri vate sec tor part ners, namely GT Cap i tal, Wil con De pot,
RFM Corp. and the Fed er a tion of Filipino Chi nese Cham bers of Com merce and In dus try Inc
(FFCCCII).
The an nounce ment was made dur ing a the vir tual press brie� ng that was at tended by Que -
zon City
As so ci a tion of Filipino Chi nese Busi ness men Inc. Pres i dent and FFCCCII Di rec tor Joseph
Lim Bon Huan, as well as by founder and Chair man Emer i tus of Wil con De pot William Belo.
Also present were Project ARK Med i cal team leader Dr. Min guita Padilla, ARK Project lead
Josephine
Romero, Project Pi lot lead for the lo cal gov ern ment unit (LGU) Ging gay Hon tiveros-Mal -
var, project co or di na tor for QC com mu nity-based test ing Joseph Juico and QC epi demi ol o -
gist and sur veil lance o�  cer Dr. Rolando Cruz.
From the tested, 3,342 were neg a tive; 642 were IgG pos i tive, mean ing they have had the
virus but were able to re cover and build an ti bod ies; 20 were deemed IgM pos i tive; 137
tested IgG/ IgM pos i tive; and 30 were symp to matic. A to tal of 186 peo ple were im me di ately
di rected to the ap pro pri ate hos pi tal fa cil i ties for a com pli men tary re verse tran scrip tion -
chain re ac tion (RT-PCR) swab test ing.
“The e� orts of both the gov ern ment and the pri vate sec tor are ba si cally fo cused on sav ing
lives and liveli hood. The only way we can open the econ omy safely is to cre ate greater vis i -
bil ity. Cre at ing vis i bil ity is to do a lot of test ing. Tar geted mass test ing is our ap proach,
whether we use RT-PCR or rapid test kits, what ever test ing meth ods are avail able out there
that give us good vis i bil ity is what we have to do,” Con cep cion said.
Project ARK will be rolled out in other ci ties in Metro Manila ci ties and in nearby prov inces.
“We con tinue our e� orts with the LGUs. Test ing has to hap pen to cre ate vis i bil ity,” Con -
cep tion said.
Bel monte ex pressed her grat i tude for Project ARK.
“We are great be liev ers in test ing and in fact we have al ready es tab lished six com mu nity-
based test ing fa cil i ties. When this project was brought up, I was re ally ex cited. We’re ad -
vised that rapid test ing is al ways done in con junc tion with the PCR test. I al ways be lieve
that rapid test is a re ally good way for us to gauge and screen who should we ad min is ter
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the PCR test, given that th ese tests are ex pen sive so we em brace this project whole heart -
edly,” the mayor said.
Project ARK brings to gether pri vate com pa nies and busi ness con glom er ates to ramp up
both rapid and RT-PCR test ing in the coun try. With the data col lected from th ese e� orts,
the gov ern ment and di� er ent in dus tries can gain bet ter vis i bil ity of the en emy and de velop
bet ter strategies to com bat the virus.
Vil lage- level im ple men ta tion is part of Project ARK’s bayani han ini tia tive. In ad di tion to
sup port ing the screen ing of em ploy ees to en sure safety at work, Project ARK en cour ages
com pa nies to lead the vol un tary test ing of those in vil lages.
To date, Project ARK has gen er ated more than 1.2 mil lion rapid test kits from 300 com pa -
nies.
Project ARK has also con ducted close to 30,000 tests with the ci ties of Pasig, Taguig,
Makati and An tipolo to bring mass test ing down to the com mu nity level.


