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The Que zon City gov ern ment yes ter day opened a shel ter for sur vivors of gen der-based vi -
o lence, par tic u larly women, chil dren and mem bers of the les bian, gay, bi sex ual and trans -
gen der (LGBT) com mu nity.
Mayor Joy Bel monte led the open ing of Ba hay Kan lun gan, which served as the high light of
the city’s com mem o ra tion of the 18-Day Cam paign to End Vi o lence Against Women.
“Our pro tec tion cen ter o� ers di� er ent types of sup port for them, in clud ing med i cal as sis -
tance, le gal as sis tance and coun sel ing. But where will they go if they feel that they are not
safe in their own homes? That is the ob jec tive of Ba hay Kan lun gan,” she said in Filipino.
The newly opened shel ter has 60 beds ded i cated to women, chil dren and LGBT sur vivors of
abuse and other forms of vi o lence.
It also has an ac tiv ity area, read ing hub and play ing room for kids, as well as WiFi and a
learn ing area for those who need to at tend online classes.
A liveli hood train ing cen ter will also be es tab lished to pro vide fur ther as sis tance to those
who will stay at the shel ter.
Ac cord ing to the city gov ern ment, sur vivors may stay at the shel ter for up to 12 weeks,
depend ing on the re fer ral of the Que zon City Pro tec tion Cen ter.
Bel monte noted that sig ni�  cance of hav ing such as shel ter dur ing the cur rent pandemic,
cit ing the re ported in crease in cases of do mes tic vi o lence as more peo ple are con �ned on
their homes.
“Since they have lim ited in come sources due to the pandemic, they are forced to stay at
home and put up with the pain in �icted by their part ners,” added the mayor.
Bel monte said the city gov ern ment has strength ened its Helpline 122 and trained op er a tors
to han dle and process con cerns re gard ing vi o lence against women and chil dren.
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