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Que zon City Rep. Pre cious Hipoli to Castelo has pro posed that the coun try’s ma jor air line 
com pa nies be tapped in the trans porta tion and de liv ery of COVID-19 vac cines to the coun -
try.
The House As sis tant Ma jor ity Leader said the gov ern ment could seek the sup port of 
Philip pine Air lines (PAL) and other do mes tic air car ri ers in trans port ing the vac cines.
“I am as sum ing that we will get the vac cines from where they are be ing pro duced. In stead 
of for eign car ri ers, let us use lo cal air lines to help them earn more at this time of pandemic 
so they would keep their em ploy ees,” she said in a state ment.
Not ing that it would take more than 50 Boe ing 777 freighters to �y 60 mil lion doses to 
Manila, tap ping for eign air lines in the trans port of vac cines should also be con sid ered in 
the event that the coun try’s air car ri ers fail to meet the re quire ments, the House leader 
said.
She noted that aside from PAL, other ma jor do mes tic air lines such as AirAsia Philip pines 
and Cebu Pa ci�c could play a big role in the trans porta tion of vac cines to the re gions, 
prov inces, ci ties, and towns.
“The gov ern ment can help them avoid shed ding more man power if it can en gage their 
ser vices in the de liv ery of the vac cine,” she said.
Castelo also cited anew the need for the gov ern ment to start pre par ing cold stor age fa cil i -
ties for stor ing and safe keep ing of COVID-19 vac cines in an tic i pa tion of their ar rival and 
mass dis tri bu tion to the Filipino peo ple.
She had ear lier �led House Bill No. 8000 or the pro posed “Vac cine-Ready Philip pines Act 
of 2020” urg ing the gov ern ment to am ply pre pare cold stor age fa cil i ties for the vac cines. 
“Con sid er ing that our coun try is a pop u lous na tion and is an ar chi pel ago, a safe and e� ec -
tive mass dis tri bu tion of the vac cine re quires am ple plan ning and prepa ra tion,” she said. 
HB No. 8000 tasks the Depart ment of Health (DOH) to de ter mine the spec i � ca tions of the 
cold stor age fa cil ity nec es sary for the an tic i pated COVID-19 vac cines.
"DOH shall ur gently pre pare for the pro vi sion of cold stor age fa cil i ties in ac cor dance with 
the spec i � ca tions that are suit able for safe keep ing of the an tic i pated COVID-19 vac cines,” 
the mea sure pro vides.
Cit ing some ac counts, Castelo said vac cines can be sta ble for 30 days at tem per a tures 
rang ing from two de grees to eight de grees Cel sius.
“Es tab lish ing or �nd ing safe stor age fa cil i ties with such spec i � ca tion and stan dard in 
Metro Manila, the re gions, and in prov inces, ci ties, and towns will be a big chal lenge for 
the DOH,” she said.
COVID vac cine stor age
The coun try must be pre pared to han dle the stor age of COVID-19 vac cines, House Deputy 
Speaker Suri gao del Sur Rep. Johnny Pi mentel said Sun day.
Pi mentel un der scored the need to keep such vac cines at low tem per a tures dur ing stor age 
or else their e�  cacy might get com pro mised.
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“The vac ci na tion of an ini tial batch of 35 mil lion Filipinos is bound to call for the mo bi -
liza tion of a wide-range of cold stor age as sets – from tem per a ture-con trolled re frig er ated
truck ing ser vices to am ple sup plies of dry ice. The lo gis ti cal chal lenge is enor mous, con -
sid er ing that ev ery body will need two shots of the vac cine at an in ter val of 19 to 42 days,"
said Pi mentel, a COVID19 sur vivor,
He noted that the most promis ing COVID-19 vac cine is re puted to be 95 per cent e� ec tive,
but has to be stored in ul tra-low tem per a ture packed in dry ice.
Amer i can phar ma ceu ti cal gi ant P�zer Inc., which jointly de vel oped the vac cine with Ger -
man biotech �rm BioNTech SE, has de signed dis tri bu tion con tain ers that can keep the
shots at the re quired tem per a ture of neg a tive 70 de grees Cel sius for 10 days if un opened.
The dis tri bu tion con tain ers can also be used for tem po rary stor age in a vac ci na tion fa cil ity,
such as a hos pi tal, for up to 30 days as long as they are reloaded with dry ice ev ery �ve
days. Once thawed, the vac cines can be stored in a re frig er a tor at two to eight de grees
Cel sius for up to �ve days.
As such, Pi mentel said the COVID19 im mu niza tion cam paign in coun try will re quire the
com pre hen sive list ing of all avail able cold chain lo gis tics so lu tions that can be mar shaled
to rapidly de ploy the vac cines.
“This early, we would ex pect our In ter-Agency Task Force for the Man age ment of Emerg -
ing In fec tious Dis eases to make an in ven tory of all ob tain able cold stor age pro vi sions, in -
clud ing those held by pri vate �rms, that can be har nessed to de liver the vac cines across the
coun try with out de lay,” he said.
“We have to be geared up to cope, if we want to swiftly vac ci nate mil lions of Filipinos, es -
pe cially the most vul ner a ble ones such as our health care work ers, those aged 65 years old
and above and those with un der ly ing ail ments,” added the solon, who also serves as Par -
tido Demokratiko Pilipino-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-La ban) spokesman.
At present, the DOH has only one bulk cold stor age fa cil ity at the Re search In sti tute for
Trop i cal Medicine in Muntinlupa City.
While the DOH has a long-term plan to put up re gional cold stor age ware houses as part of
its mod ern sup ply chain for tem per a ture-sen si tive med i cal sup plies, Pi mentel ex pressed
con cern that the fa cil i ties may not be built in time for the COVID-19 vac ci na tion cam paign.
“We may have to rely on cold chain so lu tions that are al ready avail able,” he said.
The United King dom on Dec. 2 be came the �rst coun try in the world to ap prove the P�zer-
BioNTech vac cine for emer gency use in a COVID-19 public in oc u la tion pro gram. The US
Food and Drug Ad min is tra tion is ex pected to con sider on Dec. 10 the pos si ble ap proval of
the same vac cine for emer gency use in Amer ica.


