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Que zon City Mayor Joy Bel monte has ap pealed to na tional gov ern ment agen cies to open
two in ter sec tions that they closed along EDSA to lessen tra� c along the ma jor high way.
Bel monte sent a let ter to the De part ment of Trans porta tion, Metropoli tan Manila De vel -
op ment Au thor ity (MMDA) and the Land Trans porta tion Fran chis ing and Reg u la tory
Board re quest ing the reopen ing of the in ter changes at EDSA-Muñoz and EDSA-West Av -
enue-North Av enue.
“We made the re quest in re sponse to the nu mer ous com plaints we re ceived from mo -
torists,” she said in a state ment yes ter day.
“While we fully sup port the na tional gov ern ment’s trans porta tion ini tia tives, par tic u larly
the EDSA Bus Carousel project, we have to do a bal anc ing act so that we won’t com pro mise
the wel fare of those us ing EDSA,” she added.
Bel monte also sug gested reopen ing some of the U-turn slots closed by the na tional gov -
ern ment to give way to the EDSA Bus Carousel project.
Mon i tor ing also showed that the re duc tion of lanes in Bal intawak Clover leaf to give way to
the exclusive EDSA Bus Carousel lane re sulted in bot tle neck and heavy tra� c.
“We ex pect tra� c to im prove in those ar eas once our re quest is granted, es pe cially with
the Christ mas rush and the eas ing of our gen eral com mu nity quar an tine guide lines,” Bel -
monte said.
“The city gov ern ment is ready to work with author i ties to �nd ways in im prov ing the �ow
of tra� c in in ter sec tions, U-turn slots and bus load ing bays within the city,” she added.
Bel monte said the they have also de ployed ad di tional tra� c en forcers in a� ected ar eas and
co or di nated with MMDA to open ac cess roads to ease con ges tion.
She said that lo cal gov ern ment agen cies are ex plor ing other so lu tions to ad dress bot tle -
necks in ma jor thor ough fares in the city, es pe cially dur ing the Yule tide sea son.
MMDA gen eral man ager Jojo Gar cia said the agency’s tra� c en gi neers will look into the
fea si bil ity of reopen ing the EDSA-Muñoz and EDSA-West Av enue-North Av enue in ter -
changes, as well as U- turn slots along EDSA, to ease the tra� c brought about by the U-
turn slot clo sures.
He said the MMDA is closely co or di nat ing with Bel monte about her pro posal.
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