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IN re sponse to the ap peal of mo torists and lo cal gov ern ment units, the Metropoli tan
Manila De vel op ment Author ity (MMDA) on Tues day as sured the House Com mit tee on
Metro Manila De vel op ment that it will re open more U-turn slots at Edsa by Fri day.
MMDA Gen eral Man ager Jojo Gar cia con �rmed the planned re open ing dur ing the com mit -
tee hear ing on Tues day chaired by Manila First Dis trict Rep. Manuel T. Lopez.
Gar cia said the de ci sion was made in con sul ta tion with the Que zon City gov ern ment whose
res i dents have been greatly a� ected by the tra� c jam trig gered by the clo sure of many U-
turn slots along Edsa, which is part of the Edsa Busway Pro ject that ex clu sively des ig nates
the in ner most lane of Edsa to buses.
He said the MMDA will open the U- turn slot in front of the Que zon City Academy, while
other U- turn slots may be opened to emer gency ve hi cles.
For his part, Lopez said his com mit tee has con ducted the hear ing to pro vide pos i tive re -
sults and so lu tions, both on a short-term and long-term ba sis on Metro Manila’s tra� c
prob lems.
“We are all one in rec og niz ing this tra� c sit u a tion has al ready reached such mag ni tude
and that there is re ally no easy �x to this prob lem. To day, the MMDA ac knowl edged the
grav ity of the prob lem and has promised by Fri day to im me di ately co op er ate with con cern
gov ern ments and…open-up a U-turn slot this Fri day,” Lopez said.
“Our goal is to have long- term and e� ec tive so lu tions to our tra� c prob lems. Un til we
achieve this goal, our com mit tee will con tinue mon i tor ing the de vel op ment of the projects
to en sure that the public is given what it de serves,” he added.
Lopez, mean while, asked the MMDA to en sure the safety and wel fare of the com muters
and mo torists in the im ple men ta tion of the pro ject, stress ing the cru cial im pacts of heavy
tra� c in the ma jor thor ough fare.
“This is sue does not only a� ect the res i dents of Que zon City, or Caloocan, or Makati or
those res i dents or lo cal i ties that is tra versed by Edsa. This is sue a� ects the whole of Metro
Manila and in a large part the whole of the coun try,” he said.
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