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THE NA TIONAL gov ern ment should al low lo cal gov ern ment units (LGUs) to pur chase
coro n avirus vac cines for their con stituents, a law maker said over the week end. “I hope the
na tional gov ern ment will de cen tral ize the pro cure ment and vac ci na tion process to en sure
a speedy and e�  cient roll-out, es pe cially as some of our LGUs have ex pressed their readi -
ness and have set aside their own funds for the pur chase of vac cines for their con -
stituents,” Que zon City 5th District Rep. Al fred D. Var gas said in a state ment. The Que zon
City gov ern ment is set ting aside at least P1 bil lion for the pro cure ment of vac cines. Mr.
Var gas cited other LGUs that have also al lo cated funds for vac cines, in clud ing the cities of
Manila, Davao, and Ili gan. He said LGUs should be given a more ac tive role “given the
mag ni tude of the gov ern ment’s vac ci na tion plan,” which cre ates a “lo gis ti cal night mare.”
Congress has al lot ted P72.5 bil lion in the pro posed 2021 na tional bud get for the pur chase
of COVID-19 (coro n avirus disease 2019) vac cines next year. Mr. Var gas, how ever, pointed
out that the al lo ca tion is “un pro grammed” or still sub ject to fund avail abil ity. “Given that
we can not guar an tee its sources, the will ing ness of LGUs to buy will cer tainly be a huge
boost,” he said. Mean while, Mr. Var gas ap pealed to Que zon City res i dents not to ne glect
health pro to cols dur ing the hol i day sea son, as COVID-19 cases con tinue to rise in the city.
A re cent study con ducted by the OCTA Re search Team showed that the city’s COVID-19 re -
pro duc tion rate al ready went be yond the 1.00 thresh old as it reached 1.15. — Kyle Aristo -
phere T. Atienza
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