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The Que zon City govern ment has tested 11,515 res i dents for COVID-19 who were found in
con tact trac ing mea sures by lo cal health au thor i ties from Dec. 14 to 19.
In a state ment yes ter day, the City Epi demi ol ogy and Dis ease Sur veil lance Unit (CESU) said
it sur passed the na tional govern ment’s weekly tar get of 7,500 swabbed in di vid u als.
“We were able to reach as many res i dents as needed and ex ceeded the Na tional Task
Force’s tar get by 53 per cent be cause of our con tin u ous ex pan sion in terms of con tact trac -
ing and test ing,” CESU chief Rolando Cruz said.
“This is our re sponse as we ob served an in crease in the num ber of COVID-19 cases dur ing
the hol i day sea son,” he added.
Cruz said they were swab bing more res i dents, espe cially mar ket vendors and gro cery em -
ploy ees due to the ex pected surge of Christ mas shop pers.
The city has around 1,800 trained con tact trac ers, ac cord ing to the lo cal govern ment.
Joseph Juico, head of the lo cal task group on COVID- 19, said they have reached the ideal 1:
30 con tact- traced in di vid u als in the past week.
“At one point, we were at 1:30 ra tio but given the in crease of pos i tive cases, we are now at
1:24 ra tio, which is still a feat. The more peo ple we trace, the faster we stop the trans mis -
sion of the virus,” Juico said.
City o�  cials re it er ated their call for the peo ple to ob serve ba sic health pro to cols, espe cially
dur ing the hol i day sea son. Mayor Joy Bel monte also ap pealed to the res i dents to de fer vis -
its to rel a tives and con sider hold ing on line Christ mas par ties.
Mean while, the city govern ment has ramped up e� orts to res cue street dwellers on ma jor
thor ough fares and bring them home to their re spec tive barangays or prov inces to pro tect
them from ac quir ing COVID-19.
Bel monte said the city has reached out to 425 street dwellers, in clud ing in dige nous peo ple.
The lo cal govern ment has helped 276 home less per sons re turn to their prov inces.
“We make sure that in one or two days, they can head home. We ar range for their doc u -
ments such as med i cal cer ti� cates and travel passes so they can re turn to their prov inces,”
Bel monte said.
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